
ILFRACOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
held on 12 June 2017 

This meeting was held in the Ilfracombe Centre, High Street, Ilfracombe and started at 7.00pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs: P Crabb (Mayor), L Aston, R Courtnadge, M Edmunds, V Gates, B Gear, G Fowler, K Leck,  
 F Pearson, G Schofield, G Squires, S Trebble, P Yabsley,  
 
 
In attendance: Pastor Hills, the Proper Officer, 4 members of the public, 1 member of the press and 3 
members of staff. 
 
 
Pastor Hills opened with prayers. 
The Mayor welcomed everyone to this evening’s meeting and began proceedings;  
 
 
4390. To receive apologies and reasons for absence: Cllrs: N Pearson (out of town commitments),  
R Donovan (holiday), Mrs J Donovan (holiday),  D Turton (holiday). 
 
 
4391. To receive declarations of interest and consider members’ submitted dispensation requests.    
Declarations of interest noted: A record book was made available and members were reminded of the 
requirement to note their declarations of interest as required under the code of conduct (revised 1/7/12). 
None Noted. 
 
4392. Notification of items for information to be raised at Chair’s discretion. 
Cllr Trebble - see item 4408. 
 
 
4393. Public participation - A period not exceeding 15 minutes to be allocated allowing members of 
the public to speak for up to 3 minutes. 
Mr Bryant suggested that when information relating to the proposed Water Sports Centre is published, that 
recognition should be made to the whole partnership working team that are involved.  
Cllr Edmunds thanked Cllr Fowler and the user group for their efforts in getting the project to this stage. 
 
 Mr Bryant asked that the weeds that surround the ground lighting round the bandstand be cut back as this is 
affecting the function of the lights themselves. It is noted that the weeds are hard to access as they are 
surrounded by locked security cages; and whilst this is not a site that is managed by the Town Council, we 
will ask the Town Maintenance Operative to investigate and action. 
 
 
4394. To approve and adopt the minutes of the AGM meeting – 8

th
 May 2017 

Cllr Fowler proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record.  Cllr Trebble seconded 
and with all in favour they were adopted.  There were no matters arising. 
 
 
4395. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Full Council meeting – 8

th
 May 2017 

Cllr Gates proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record.  Cllr Squires seconded 
and with all in favour they were adopted. There were no matters arising. 
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4396. Minutes of Planning Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 15 May 2017 
Cllr Fowler proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Leck seconded and 
with all in favour they were noted.   
Cllr Fowler notes that applications for the former Southcliffe Hotel and Canoe Club (the latter being applied for in 

Ilfracombe Town Council’s name) have been submitted and will be on a future agenda. 
It is noted that Premier Inn has now received approval for their application to build a new hotel on the former 
Colossus nightclub site following agreement on parking conditions.  
 
 
4397. Minutes of the Finance & General Purpose Meeting – 22 May 2017 (to note and approve 
recommendations) 
Cllr Gear proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record.  Cllr Trebble seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  
The following recommendation as made at the meeting was proposed by Cllr Gear and seconded by Cllr 
Gates. With all members in agreement the motion was adopted. – ‘to ring fence reserves for the Lantern 
Centre (£15,000) and the Ilfracombe Centre (£15,000).   

 
 

4398. Minutes of Staffing Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 5
th

 June 2017 
Cllr Leck proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record.  Cllr Gear seconded and 
with all in favour they were noted.  
Members welcomed Mr Neil Ingram and said that improvements had already been noted on our social media 
and communication sites following his involvement. 
 
 
4399. To adopt the Annual Report of the Council. 
With the amendments as noted below – (namely on the Financial expenditure pie chart)    

I. include name of ‘Lee’ before public convenience expenditure, 
II. add - ‘excluding staffing costs and in-kind contributions’ to the Town Council expenditure on One 

Ilfracombe 
III. add - ‘excluding staffing costs’ to the Town Council expenditure on the  Lantern 
IV. change value on pie chart to reflect titles on Street furniture etc expenditure’  

 
Cllr Fowler proposed to adopt the Annual Report of the Council.  Cllr Trebble seconded with all members in 
agreement the motion was adopted. 
 

 

4400. To agree the Council’s representatives on outside organisations. 

Please see addendum 1A as attached to these minutes 

 

 

4401. To discuss / review the Council’s ‘Community Planning Process’.  

Following the ‘test-bed’ case of Ilfracombe Rugby Club which was the first application that was undertaken via 

this scheme (Note. - as agreed in ITC Planning committee minutes 19
th
 December 2016 with the 

recommendation agreed and adopted at the meeting of the Full Council on 9
th
 January 2017 minute 4290 

refers). 

Members suggested some thoughts on how the scheme could be improved – namely; 

I. Consider a consultation period prior to agreeing to accept the application 

II. Consider including as a separated item on the ITC Planning agenda or not at all as the council cannot 

pass comment or make an observation on its ‘own’ application 

III. Consider requesting the working group to look again at the process 

 

 

4402. One Ilfracombe Report (written reports requested). 

The OI Programme Manager had previously circulated a report which was noted at this evening’s meeting.  
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4403. Reports from County/District Councillors (written reports requested). 
The Proper Officer read out a letter from District Cllr Campbell in which he notes complaints from some 
members of the public with regard to the new food waste bins. He also asks if the food and garden waste 
which is separated at Brynsworthy Environmental Centre is amalgamated at the disposal site. A request to 
make both of these points to the NDC waste and recycling manager was noted. 
 
Cllr Edmunds noted that the majority of members of the public in the East Ward are waiting for kerbside 
caddies to be delivered and also noted that North Devon Council will be doing another green wheelie bin 
collection before the service starts. He said that the District Council are selling Cove Toilets and the toilets 
situated at the bottom of Northfield Road, they will be offered to Ilfracombe Town Council in the first instance 
prior to going out to tender. 

 
4404. Reports from Community Engagement, Working Groups and Councillor Champions (written 
reports requested). *Representatives to identify organisations*. 
The Community Engagement report was tabled prior to the meeting and is noted. 
 
4405. Health and Safety. 
Nothing further to report 
 
4406. Correspondence (to be considered as noted – unless specified). 
The Mayor noted a communication from the Royal Marines thanking the town for welcoming the runners 
completing their Global challenge.  
Note – the Cruise ship is arriving in Ilfracombe on Friday 16

th
 June 2017. 

 
 
4407. Finance 
a) To adopt the Statement of accounts as at 31 May 2017 - The tabled statement of accounts was 
proposed by Cllr Schofield, seconded by Cllr Gear and agreed by all. 
 b) To pass invoices for payment as at 31 May 2017 
 All invoices as tabled were proposed by Cllr Schofield, seconded by Cllr Squires and agreed for payment 
 by all.   
Invoices for the Vision Community Centre were proposed by Cllr Schofield, seconded by Cllr Squires and 
agreed for payment by all.   
 
 
4408. Chairs Discretion  

 Cllr Trebble on behalf of Combe Christmas asked if the Town Council would consider a budget to 
replace the strings of lights in the High Street. He anticipated that costs would be in the region of 
£45,000 

 Cllr Trebble asked for permission to install extra electrical sockets for lighting at the war memorial – 
(to be used for Christmas/Lighting illuminations). He notes that the costs would be met by Combe 
Christmas for this. He was asked to put the request into the next meeting of the F&GP Committee. 

 
 

 
The meeting finished at 20.35 
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