
 
ILFRACOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE TOWN MEETING 12th April 2017 
This meeting was held at the Ilfracombe Centre, High Street Ilfracombe and began at 7pm. 

 
Present: Cllrs: B Gear, P Crabb, J Donovan, R Donovan, G Squires, M Edmunds, G Fowler, V Gates, L 
Aston, N Pearson, G Schofield 
 
1. The Mayor, Cllr Paul Crabb welcomed everyone to the meeting in particular the members of the public.  
 
2. Apologies – Cllrs: P Yabsley (working), K Leck (holiday), S Trebble (training course), R Courtnadge 
(holiday), D Turton (family commitments), F Pearson (family commitments). 
 
In attendance: The Proper Officer, 5 members of staff, members of the public/grant award recipients and 1 
member of the press. 
 
3. Reports from Councillors  
Tabled Reports: 
Mayor – Reading from his report, Cllr Crabb gave a view of the work of the Council completed this year and 
looked forward to the new mayoral year.  
 
Staffing Committee – read by Cllr V Gates 
 
F & GP Committee – Cllr R Donovan thanked Britain in Bloom for flower beds at the War Memorial helping 
to make Ilfracombe a nicer place to live and attractive to visitors, he said this council are indebted to Cllr 
Trebble and the Green Team.  Cllr Donovan went on to say thank you for support from the F&GP committee 
and thanks to staff. 
 
Planning Committee/Marketing Group – Cllr Fowler noted the successful bid from DCLG for the new 
Watersports Centre, the bid should cover full costs and a manager for at least 2 years.  Cllr Fowler also 
noted his thanks to Barbara and Marnie (Events 4 Ilfracombe) on behalf of the marketing group. 
 
Cllr Mike Edmunds explained his main responsibility this year has been with the fire brigade which now has 
4 personnel about to take their exams bring total personnel to 20.  The fire station is currently in the process 
of having a review and he noted a 100% record in getting the first pump out on time.  They have an active 
cadet programme for which he thank Mark Creek and Dan Lester. 
 
Cllr Greg Schofield noted it was a delight to be here and be Vice Chair of the F&GP committee, and he had 
been involved with the decision making for the grant awards, he’d also spent some time chairing F&GP. 
 
Cllr Netti Pearson said it has been a good year and the council restructure is working well.  Cllr Pearson 
also noted that as the Health Champion, campaigns are ongoing for SOHS and she has received a lot of 
support from this council. 
 
Cllr Lee Aston noted he has spent some of the year working with Cllr Trebble and the Green Team and is 
pleased this council are now able to employ an additional member of staff.  Cllr Aston went on to say he is 
also a chairperson for Slade Community Centre and that the 25

th
 Anniversary celebrations were held today 

with Anneka Rice in attendance. 
 
Cllr Janice Donovan explained she is part of the Living Well initiative for One Ilfracombe and they are 
currently working on a Home form Hospital service. 
 



Cllr George Squires explained he’d been heavily involved with Youth Groups and it had been a great 
success. 
 
Cllr Bert Gear noted his thanks to Ms Sue Garwood for her work at Ilfracombe Museum. 
 
Cllr Paul Crabb then gave an overview of One Ilfracombe. 
 
 
3. To present the Town Council’s grant awards 2017/18 
The Mayor presented the awards in the following order; 
 
Sue Garwood – Ilfracombe Museum – ‘thank you.  After a huge upheaval the museum is looking great.  
Launched £10k appeal for the future of the museum, plans are online for viewing’  
 
Toni Treloar – Northern Devon Foodbank 
 
Ron Foster – Sea Ilfracombe – ‘thank you, Sea Ilfracombe event 2/3 September this year’ 
Ilfracombe & District Community Transport Association – ‘thanks to Ilfracombe Town Council & District 
Council’ 
 
Marie Mason – Tourist Information Centre 
 
Mrs Rose Stopps – Ilfracombe Victorian Celebration – ‘thank you to Ilfracombe Town Council’ 
 
Ivan Francis – Ilfracombe in Bloom – ‘Judging is 12

th
 July this year, golden flag will be at Wildersmouth by 

Easter’ 
 
Nicky Geddes – Families in Grief – ‘thank you, new groups starting in Ilfracombe next week’ 
 
Eric Hayes – Ilfracombe Access Group – ‘thank you to Ilfracombe Town Council and Cllr Mike Edmunds’ 
 
Anna Bowley & Cris – Lantern Community Pre-school 
 
Caroline Channing – 1st Ilfracombe (Holy Trinity) Scout Group – ‘holding big fundraising events this year’ 

 
Exmoor Explorers 
 
Terry Elliott – Greener Ilfracombe 
 
Deborah Hadley – Small Pond Productions 
 
Peter Moore – Ilfracombe Performance Space 
 
 
4. To receive matters raised by members of the public. 
Former Cllr, Albert Furbar noted that this is one of the best Councils he has ever seen for years and that Cllr 
Crabb is a first class Mayor to which he gives his thanks. 
 
Question – (Tyrell League of Friends) AGM was held 11/04/17, no councillors were present, why?  
Answer – Cllr Crabb apologised on behalf of the council and explained everyone would have had their 
reasons.  
 
Question – What can be done about the overgrown hedges on St Brannocks Road? 
Answer – The Green Team are planning hedge trimming before Easter. 
 
Question – Can the A boards and shop surplus be removed from pavements? 
Answer – Cllr Crabb explained it’s a DCC matter although a request can be made through the Town Team 
meetings. 
 
Question – what can be done about lack of toilets in Ilfracombe? 
Answer – Cllr Crabb noted recent vandalism during daylight hours at Wilder Road toilets and Northfield 
Road toilets, both had been closed for repairs but were now fully open.   



Question – Parking is bad in Town, what can be done about it? 
Answer – Double yellow lines are being painted outside the Tyrell Hospital so no parking available all year 
round, also working on a campaign to see parking summer restrictions reduced from to May instead of 
March. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 20.45.  
 


