
ILFRACOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
held on 10 April 2017 

This meeting was held in the Ilfracombe Centre, High Street, Ilfracombe and started at 7.00pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs: P Crabb (Mayor), L Aston, Mrs J Donovan, R Donovan, B Gear,  M Edmunds, V Gates,  
G Fowler, F Pearson,  N Pearson, G Schofield, G Squires, S Trebble, D Turton, P Yabsley 
 
In attendance: Pastor Hills, The Proper Officer, The Programme Manager, PC Chris Mannell, 3 members of 
the public and 1 member of the press. 
 
Pastor Hills opened with prayers. 
The Mayor welcomed everyone attending to this evening’s meeting and began proceedings;  
 
 
4348. To receive apologies and reasons for absence: Cllrs: K Leck (holiday), R Courtnadge (holiday). 
 
 
4349. To receive declarations of interest and consider members’ submitted dispensation requests.    
Declarations of interest noted: Cllr Crabb – 4355/4363 (personal – Trustee) 
A record book was made available and members were reminded of the requirement to note their declarations 
of interest as required under the code of conduct (revised 1/7/12). 
 
 
4350. Notification of items for information to be raised at Chair’s discretion. 
See item 4364. 
 
 
4351. Public participation - A period not exceeding 15 minutes to be allocated allowing members of 
the public to speak for up to 3 minutes. 
Mr Bryant thanked Cllr Rod Donovan acting in his role as one of the ‘Old Gits’ volunteers for repainting the 
bus shelter on the High Street. 
Mr Bryant also stated that the newly completed Verity viewing platform had been installed very well in his 
opinion and was a credit to the Harbour area. He asked why there had not been an official opening or 
announcement of this. 
Action: Cllr Crabb noted that the supplier of the platform would not usually highlight such events but asked 
for a letter of thanks to be sent to Science Plan. 
 
 
4352. To receive a report from the Police representative. 
Inspector Roger Bartlett had given his apologies for this evening’s meeting and it is noted that Inspector Paul 
Searle will be replacing him after his retirement. 
PC Chris Mannell, Neighbourhood Beat Manager, noted recent crime statistics of a reduction in shoplifting 
down 66% and non-dwelling burglaries down by 84% (large percentage decrease but relatively a small 
amount of crimes).  He also noted a rise in criminal damage and violence without injury. Clear up rate: 30% 
average across all crimes. 
It was noted that following a recent assault incident on Raperee Beach there was an increase in tensions 
between youth groups in the area, but he is hopeful that there will soon be a positive result. 
There is no further information on the reduction of PCSO staff, other than no redundancies are planned. It is 
noted the PCSOs play a large and vital part in policing Ilfracombe. 
He briefed members of a new TV programme currently broadcasting on ITV at prime time, ‘Devon and 
Cornwall Cops’, which will feature the Ilfracombe force. 
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4353. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Full Council meeting – 13

th
 March 2017 

Cllr N Pearson proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Donovan 
seconded and with all in favour they were adopted.   
Matters arising – Cllr Donovan asked for it to be made clear that the recommendation adopted at this meeting  
refers to the Strategic Transformation Plan (4337) – i.e. To consider allocation of £3000 from reserves to 

contribute to the Save Our Hospital Services fighting fund should the need for judicial review be required 
Cllr N Pearson gave a brief outline of the correspondence received from Bideford Town Council requesting that 
consideration is given to a suggested allocation of £3,000 to contribute to the Save Our Hospital Services fighting fund 
should the need for judicial review be required and asked members if this council would be willing to match it.  Cllr 
Yabsley noted that he is not against the idea but would like further information. 
 
In general the committee felt that it was premature for any monies to be committed to such a fund as they were not sure 
exactly what was being suggested for the money to be spent on. 
Recommendation (adopted at Council meeting 13 March 2017) - Cllr Crabb proposed for this council to record that, at 
present it was neither for, or against such a motion but that if evidence is produced, the matter will be given consideration 
and discussed again.  Cllr Schofield seconded and all members were in agreement. 
 

 
4354. Minutes of Planning Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 20

th
 March 

2017 
Cllr Fowler proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Mrs Donovan 
seconded and with all in favour they were noted. 

 
 
4355. Minutes of the Finance & General Purpose Meeting – 27

th
 March 2017 (to note and approve 

recommendations) 
Cllr Donovan proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Crabb seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  
The following recommendations and actions made at the meeting were agreed and adopted by all members: 
Resume of Recommendations and Actions - made to Full Council 

 Recommendation – to agree a donation of £1,200 as a goodwill gesture to the Sea Cadets to go 
towards the repair of the building at Ropery Road Car Park. (Cllr Crabb declared a personal interest 

in this item and did not vote) Goodwill gesture without prejudice - full and final letter to be sent with cheque. 
 Recommendation – to give delegated authority to the Proper Officer and the Asset Manager to 

carry out roof repairs for the Lantern up to £2,500 inc. VAT. 
 Recommendation – that the Proper Officer is given delegated financial authority (with advice 

from Cllrs: Crabb, Trebble and Yabsley) to purchase a vehicle up to the value of £10k + VAT. 
 Recommendation – That the Proper Officer and the Asset Manager have delegate authority to 

arrange for the works to be carried out at the skate park if/when the planning permission and 
grant application are approved. (noted that TAP has been earmarked in 2016/17 grant applications as 
advised by NDC) 

 
 
 
4356. Minutes of Staffing Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 3

rd
 April 2017 

Cllr Gates proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Mrs Donovan 
seconded and with all in favour they were noted.  
It was noted that Ms Julia Knight has tendered her resignation and will leave the Council on 25/04/17. This 
vacancy will be advertised later this week. 
A new employee, Mr Robert Townsend has been appointed in the role of Town Maintenance Operative and 
will start work on 2 May. 

 
 

4357. To decide on a new branding for Ilfracombe Town Council and its assets (presentation).  
After a presentation of branding choices and previously circulated report ITC267, 
Council members voted in favour of branded logo number 11 with 2 members 
against. 
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4358 One Ilfracombe Report (written reports requested)  

The Programme Manager tabled an updated report that had also been previously circulated.  He noted a joint 

meeting between One Ilfracombe and Ilfracombe Town Council will be held on 19
th
 April 2017 at 6pm in the 

Ilfracombe Centre.  

 
4359. Reports from County/District Councillors (written reports requested) 
Cllr M Edmunds notes his attendance at the recent HATOC meeting where items discussed included: 

 Agreement for double yellow lines to be painted from the Red House to No. 7 St Brannocks Park Rd, 
outside of the entrance to the Bowling club and on the corners of Richmond Rd and Belmont Rd. 

 Hillsborough Terrace – Chairman of HATOC will meet with residents of Lantern Court to further 
discuss inclusion of double yellow lines here. 

 Horne Park Road – Parking on an area of land opposite the Tyrrell hospital will be given further 
consideration. 

Cllr Donovan asked if winter parking conditions had been extended as previously suggested, - Cllr Edmunds 
noted that this will be raised at the next meeting. 
 
 
4360. Reports from Community Engagement, Working Groups and Councillor Champions (written 
reports requested). *Representatives to identify organisations*. 
Cllr N Pearson noted that on 1st April 2017 a ‘Red Line’ event organised by Save our Hospital Services was 
held and encircled the Tyrrell hospital along with similar action across community hospitals in Devon. 
 
Cllr Aston noted the 25

th
 anniversary celebrations at the Vision Community Centre on 12

th
 April and advised 

that Anneka Rice is expected to be attending. 
 
Cllr Donovan attended a recent One Northern Devon meeting and noted a positive meeting chaired by Dr 
Dymond with a coordinated approach and shared working demonstrated between the Health Service and 
Police. (Steven Seatherton presented an overview of One Ilfracombe at this meeting and there were calls for 
input from other parish councils e.g South Molton, Bideford and Barnstaple at future meetings). 
 
Cllr Fowler noted that the marketing group are looking at a ‘visit Ilfracombe’ mobile phone app as used in 
elsewhere in similar towns. 
 
4361. Health and Safety 
Nothing further to report. 
 
 
4362. Correspondence  
Nothing further to report. 
 
4363. Finance 

a) To adopt the Statement of accounts as at 31 March 2017 - The tabled statement of accounts was 
proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Crabb and agreed by all. 

  b) To pass invoices for payment as at 31 March 2017 
  All invoices as tabled were proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Crabb and agreed for payment 
  by all.  
  c) To pass invoices for payment (new financial year 1 April 2017) - All invoices as presented were    
  proposed for payment by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Schofield and agreed by all. (Cllr Crabb abstained 

from voting ref Sea Cadets, having declared a personal interest) 

 
 
4364. Chairs Discretion  
 Following a complaint made to him by a member of the public re seagull nuisance, Cllr Donovan asked 

if the community engagement staff could look into how other councils deal with this problem (Can refer 
to Cllr Squires). 

 Request for a letter to be sent to Nigel and Alan of the Roundhouse for their work in cutting down the 
bushes in approach to the Cairn.  

Diary dates –  
 Sea Ilfracombe – request to rent space at Ropery Road car park 2/3 September – refer to F&GP (policy 

and process in place).  
 Jack in the Green celebrations – 30/04 

 
The meeting finished at 20.25 
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