
ILFRACOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
held on 10 October 2016 

This meeting was held in the Ilfracombe Centre, High Street, Ilfracombe and started at 7.00pm. 
 
 
Present: Cllrs: P Crabb (Mayor), Mrs J Donovan, L Aston, R Courtnadge, R Donovan, V Gates, 
B Gear, K Leck,  N Pearson, N Grummit, G Schofield,  G Fowler, G Squires, S Trebble. 
 
 
In attendance: The Proper Officer /Responsible Finance Officer. Also present; Dist Cllr Meadlarkin, 
Inspector  Bartlett, a/Sargent Mallows,  Pastor Hills and 3 members of the public. 
 
Pastor Hills invited those who wished, to join him in prayers. 
 
The Mayor welcomed everyone for attending this evening’s meeting and began proceedings;  
 
 
4225. To receive apologies and reasons for absence: Cllrs: D Turton (family commitments),  
M Edmunds (unwell), F Pearson (unwell), P Yabsley (holiday). 
 
 
4226. To receive declarations of interest and consider members’ submitted dispensation requests 
Declarations of interest noted:  
A record book was made available and members were reminded of the requirement to note their declarations 
of interest as required under the code of conduct (revised 1/7/12). 
 
 
4227. Notification of items for information to be raised at Chair’s discretion 
Noted (see 4240) 
 
 
4228. Public participation. A period not exceeding 15 minutes to be allocated allowing members of the 
public to speak for up to 3 minutes 
Mr Bryant asked if the 106 agreement for the Berkley Hotel was proving to be a stumbling block for the lack of 
action in the refurbishment of the building. Cllr Donovan noted that the level of 106 monies are still being 
negotiated and he will check on this and report back. 
 
 
4229. To Receive an update report from the local Police Team 
The Mayor welcomed Inspector Bartlett and a/Sargent Mallows who reported on the current crime statistics. 
Insp Bartlett noted that: 

 The summer had been busy with local events well supported.  

 With the carnival being held on a busy bank holiday this proved to be a particular challenge for his 
staff.  

 Complaints have been received from members of the public with regard to a group of drinkers in the 
Town Centre making them feel uneasy especially at night.  

 The Police team are aware of these individuals and note that additional CCTV would be a valuable 
benefit in detecting any criminal activity.   

 They are working with local churches on Saturday evenings – the Baptist church is open then for 
vulnerable people.   

 There is a general increase in crime across the force, in Ilfracombe all crimes have risen from 450 to 
530, this includes rises in criminal damage/thefts/shoplifting and violence with injury.    
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4230. To approve and adopt the Minutes of the Full Council meeting 12 September 2016 
Cllr Gear proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Squires seconded and 
with all in favour they were adopted.  
Members who were not present at the meeting abstained from voting.  
 
There were no matters arising. 

 
 
4231. Minutes of the Planning & Environmental Committee meeting (to note and approve 
recommendations) – 19 September 2016 
Cllr Squires proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Gates seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  
 
 
4232. Minutes of F&GP Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 26

th
 September 

2016 
Cllr Donovan proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Trebble seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted. (corrected spelling for Father Roles) 
 
The following items were proposed by Cllr Donovan and seconded by Cllr Aston, with all in agreement they 
were adopted. 

 That a response be made to the 2017/18 Local Government Finance Settlement consultation, to the 
effect that this council would be opposed to the suggestion of an extension of referendum principles 
(i.e. to impose a 2% cap) to town and parish councils as work and services within the towns 
previously provided by Local Authorities was now being taken up wherever possible by these councils 

 Cheyne Beach car park – extend licence on a rolling basis  

 Provide Wifi extension on access point to Chamber  

 Continue image database subscription  

 Cheyne Beach - That in light of personal, security and confidential matters that one car parking space 
be allocated for use upon the discretion of the council 

 
 
4233. Minutes of Staffing Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) 3 October 2016   
Cllr Gates proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr N Pearson seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  
 
There were no matters arising 
 
 
4234. One Ilfracombe Report (written reports requested) 
A report from the One Ilfracombe Programme Manager was tabled.  A meeting has been set up for the Mayor 
and Dr Dymond on 18/10/16, to discuss this councils’ recent response to the perceived ‘One North Devon’ 
concept.  The Mayor request input from members with regard to the content of this meeting.  
 
 
4235. Reports from County/District Councillors (written reports requested) 
Cllr Fowler reports that the NDC Planning Committee will meet on 12/10/16 to discuss the former Lee Bay 
Hotel redevelopment.   He also noted that the proposals for the Watersports Centre had got through the first 
stage of funding and whilst this was the just start of the process he was very pleased with the work completed 
thus far.  

Cllr Edmunds – (in his absence) provided a letter that the NDC Executive had written with regard to their 
concerns at the suggestions included in the NHS ‘Success regime’ with potential cuts in hospital services in 
North Devon.  

 
4236. Reports from Customer Engagement, Working Groups and Councillor Champions (written 
reports requested) 
‘Save Our Hospital Services ‘ -  Cllr N Pearson noted that the Head of Delegate had been invited  to meet the 
CEO of the CCG.  She also invited all Councillors to wear red on 22/10/16 to support SOHS and for them to 
contribute something red to decorate the Ilfracombe Centre. 
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Cllr R Donovan noted that with a very tight timescale he had put forward on behalf of One Ilfracombe a 
funding request via NEF (New Economic Forum) to refurbish the building on the pier (old Harbour Master’s 
Office), to transform it into an exhibition area to see what effects discarded rubbish has on the sea.  He has 
also supplied written evidence to the All Party Parliamentary Group for funding where MPs are calling for 
evidence on the economic potential of coastal communities and the visitor economy.  
 
Cllr Crabb is delighted to announce that that Ilfracombe in Bloom has been awarded gold in their category for 
the stunning town displays. 
 
The customer engagement report has been previously circulated and is considered as noted. 
 
 
4237. Health and Safety 
Cllr Gear noted that the ANPR cameras in the Ropery Road car park are due to go live next week and a 
Press briefing will be required. 

 

 
4238. Correspondence  
The Proper Officer noted that a reply from the MP Peter Heaton-Jones assistant had noted that as Mondays 
are the days that he takes his seat at parliament, other days/dates in the new year would best be considered 
for him to attend a meeting of this council. 

 
 
4239. Finance 

a) To adopt the Statement of accounts as at 30 September 2016 - The tabled statement of accounts was 
proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Gates and agreed by all. 

  b) Pass invoices for payment as at 30 September 2016 
 All invoices as tabled were proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Schofield and agreed by all. A 
request to make a payment of £120 to the Mayor was agreed (from his mayoral fund and as such, Cllr Crabb 
having declared a pecuniary interest took no part in voting). The deputy Mayor took charge of proceeding for 
this item. 
  
 
4240.  Chairs Discretion 

 It was asked if anyone would be willing to participate in the May Day celebrations next year. 

 Cllr Crabb reported that the Railway Interest Group believe they can purchase 4  interpretation 
boards for the Ilfracombe to Lee bridge area and they have asked, if Ilfracombe Town Council could 
be the accountable body?. Cllr Crabb will propose a motion at the next meeting 

 It was noted that Ilfracombe youth Rugby team are going to the Exeter Chiefs as part of a celebration 
of sport and they will parade at the ground at half time.  

 Cllr Gates suggested that Councilors provide an informal event to thank the staff for their hard work 
during the year. 

 
 

The meeting finished at 20.40 
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