
ILFRACOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
held on 11 July 2016 

This meeting was held in the Ilfracombe Centre, High Street, Ilfracombe and started at 7.00pm. 
 
Prior to the meeting Mrs Sharon Marshall, Head Teacher, gave an update on the refurbishment and 
development works underway at the Ilfracombe Academy. 
 
Present: Cllrs: P Crabb (Mayor), L Aston, B Gear, R Courtnadge, Mrs J Donovan, R Donovan,  M Edmunds,  
V Gates, G Fowler, K Leck, N Pearson, G Squires, G Schofield, S Trebble, D Turton, P Yabsley. 
 
In attendance: The Proper Officer /Responsible Finance Officer. Also present; Pastor Hills, 3 members of the 
public and Inspector Bartlett. 
 
Pastor Hills welcomed everyone and invited those who wished, to join him in prayers. 
 
The Mayor thanked everyone for attending this evening’s meeting and welcomed Miss Rachel Collins who 
has recently taken up her role as the Centre & Finance manager. 
 
4165. To receive apologies and reasons for absence: Cllrs: N Grummitt (family commitments),  
F Pearson (ill) 
 
4166. To receive declarations of interest and consider members’ submitted dispensation requests 
Declarations of interest noted: Cllr Crabb (4182, supplier is an employee of his) 
A record book was made available and members were reminded of the requirement to note their declarations 
of interest as required under the code of conduct (revised 1/7/12). 
 
4167. Notification of items for information to be raised at Chair’s discretion 
One noted (see 4183) 
 
4168. To Receive an update report from the local Police Team 
The Mayor welcomed Inspector Bartlett who reported on the current crime statistics. He noted that year on 
year comparisons show an overall increase of 10% with rises in; - violence with injury, violence without injury 
and non dwelling burglaries. However the last 3 months’ totals indicate a drop in overall crime.  
He praised the on-going ‘out of the blue’ cadetship scheme and noted that the joint fire and police support 
officer role was working well. No losses were expected to the current PSCO compliment for the next 12-18 
months. 
Members were advised that an ITV film crew will be in the area for the next 9 weeks filming ‘sea-side’ policing 
during the summer season. 
 
4169. Public participation. A period not exceeding 15 minutes to be allocated allowing members of the 
public to speak for up to 3 minutes 
No requests made. 
 
4170. To approve and adopt the Minutes of the Full Council meeting 13 June 2016 
Cllr Gates proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr N Pearson seconded 
and with all in favour they were adopted.  
Members who were not present at the meeting abstained from voting.  
There were no matters arising 
 
 
4171. Minutes of the Planning & Environmental Committee meeting (to note and approve 
recommendations) – 20 June 2016 
Cllr Squires (deputy chair) proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr 
Edmunds seconded and with all in favour they were noted.  
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4172. Minutes of F&GP Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 27 June 2016 
Cllr Donovan proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Gates seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  
Cllr Donovan proposed the following recommendations from this committee which were seconded by Cllr 
Gates and adopted by all members:  

 That the revised ‘Terms of Reference’ for this committee be approved. 
 That this Council agrees to assist Ilfracombe Rugby club to facilitate the heli-landing of the Devon 

Air Ambulance on the pitch by funding a GSM switch to remotely control lighting at a cost of £860 
+ vat. (Members asked that Local Press coverage of this be requested).    

 
 
4173. Minutes of Staffing Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) 4 July 2016   
Cllr V Gates proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Leck seconded and 
with all in favour they were noted.  
Cllr Gates proposed the following recommendations from this committee – which were seconded by Cllr 
Donovan and agreed by all 

 That the tabled Overtime and TOIL policy be adopted. 
 That the tabled CSA pay scale be adopted. 
 

 
4174. To consider applying for funding from the TAP grant funding for flood-lighting at Brimlands 
skateboard park 
Report ITC 237 refers.  
Cllr Crabb proposed that permission be sought from the land owners and that a planning application be 
initiated prior to a TAP fund application being made for flood-lighting at Brimlands Skateboard Park. This was 
seconded by Cllr Trebble and with all in favour the motion was adopted. 
 
 
4175. To consider the Town’s Resilience Plan and agree lead councillor 
Report ITC 239 refers   
Cllr Gates proposed:  

i. Ilfracombe Town Council agrees to take on full ownership of the plan 
ii. Ilfracombe Town Council appoints lead Councillor (Cllr G Fowler volunteered) 
iii. That the Lead Councillor works with ITC staff to arrange a review of the plan with volunteers and 

key partners  
iv. Plan is re-launched to the community and partners 
v. Plan is reviewed periodically (could also be an agenda item on the monthly Town Team 

operational group meetings that are well attended).  
 
 
Seconded by Cllr Gear and with all in favour the motion was adopted. It was noted that the staff allocation to 
facilitate the above will be discussed at the next Staffing committee meeting. 
 
 
4176. To consider and agree Hirers contract for Lantern Centre 
Cllr Donovan proposed that the tabled Hirers contract agreement for the Lantern Centre be adopted. This was 
seconded by Cllr Courtnadge and with all in favour the motion was adopted. 
 
 
4177. One Ilfracombe Report (written reports requested) 
Cllr Leck noted the OI report as compiled by the Programme manager. 
Cllr Donovan noted that the Chairman had resigned and a replacement would be elected at the next meeting. 
He bought members’ attention to the creation of similar projects, e.g. One Bideford and said that there was a 
suggestion that parties/partners may be interested in the creation of a ‘One North Devon’ scheme. 
Cllr Fowler thought that whilst One Ilfracombe had been successful in engaging with the private sector he was 
unsure of how this would work with One ND. 
Cllr Gates noted that this Town Council spends over 30% of its staffing budget on staffing roles for the 
programme and voiced concerns of what the Ilfracombe community would think of their resource being spent 
on other parish areas. 
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4178. Reports from County/District Councillors (written reports requested) 

 Link Road consultation to be included on the next Planning committee agenda for this council to 
provide a response on the proposed upgrades. 

 Expression of interest has been submitted to DCLG for the proposed Watersports Centre  
 Cllr Fowler met with MP at the Health centre to discuss the proposed refurbishment project 
 Area in front of Cheyne Beach car park (where trade waste bins are kept) – reports of rodents. 

(letter to be sent from this council to Environmental health) 
 

 
 
4179. Reports from Customer Engagement, Working Groups and Councillor Champions (written 
reports requested) 
Customer Engagement report previously circulated 
 
Cllr N Pearson (Health Champion) has attended meetings ref the Northern Eastern and West Devon Health 
CCG ‘Success Regime’ programme and called on members to support the campaign to keep critical services 
at the North Devon District Hospital which may be under threat. To this end she asked via the Mayor for the 
F&GP committee to allocate a budget to allow for campaign materials. 
 
Development Group - Cllr Donovan noted that Premier Inns were at an impasse in their planning application 
re a requirement to provide car parking spaces. He suggested a meeting with interested parties to discuss 
further. He also suggested that a meeting of interested parties be arranged to further the Berkley Hotel 
planning application for redevelopment of the site. 
 
 
4180. Health and Safety 
Work currently underway to repair the arson damage with external decorating and replacement of fire doors. 

 
 
 
4181. Correspondence (including consultation on street café licenses and recycling charge update) 

 Link road consultation to be included on next Planning committee agenda 
 NDC waste and recycling potential changes – include on next F&GP agenda 
 Information on the ‘Heart of the South West’ devolution bid – noted 
 Responses to previously circulated proposals for extension to Ship & Pilot street licence (no 

objections): Take Thyme street licence – would like to see some changes to the extent of tables 
being provided to allow pedestrians to walk on pavement. 

 
 
4182. Finance 

a) To adopt the Statement of accounts as at 30 June 2016 - The tabled statement of accounts was 
proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Crabb and agreed by all. 

  b) Pass invoices for payment as at 30 April 2016 
  All invoices as tabled including the following as noted (*) by the Proper Officer were proposed by Cllr 
Donovan, seconded by Cllr Schofield and agreed by all. (* Laurence Irving – notice board erection, Blue 
Orange marketing signage and Leemac Design advertising boards)) 
Cllr Crabb declared a personal interest and did not vote. 
 
 
4183.  Chairs Discretion 
Cllr Squires drew members’ attention to a local company ‘Joshua’s Tree’ who train young people with special 
learning needs in the crafts of carpentry and joinery. Many members highlighted potential funding sources 
that may be of assistance. 
 
 
 

The meeting finished at 20.30 
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