
ILFRACOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
held on 12 December 2016 

This meeting was held in the Ilfracombe Centre, High Street, Ilfracombe and started at 7.00pm. 
 
Prior to the meeting Mr Jeremy Mann (NDC Head of Environmental Health & Housing Services) presented an 
overview of the new housing legislation with regards to Landlords.  
 
Present: Cllrs: P Crabb (Mayor), L Aston, M Edmunds, V Gates, F Pearson, N Pearson, G Schofield,  
G Fowler, G Squires, S Trebble, D Turton, P Yabsley.  
 
 
In attendance: The Proper Officer, the One Ilfracombe Programme manager, 7 members of the public and 1 
member of the Press. 
 
Pastor Hill invited all those who wished to join him in prayers. 
 
The Mayor welcomed everyone attending to this evening’s meeting and began proceedings;  
 
 
4266. To receive apologies and reasons for absence: Cllrs: Mrs J Donovan (attending hospital appt),  
R Donovan (attending hospital apt), B Gear (holiday), K Leck (ill), R Courtnadge (holiday) 
 
 
4267. To receive declarations of interest and consider members’ submitted dispensation requests.    
Declarations of interest noted: Cllr Crabb (pecuniary interest, item 4282), Cllr N Pearson (item 4276) 
A record book was made available and members were reminded of the requirement to note their declarations 
of interest as required under the code of conduct (revised 1/7/12). 
 
 
4268. Notification of items for information to be raised at Chair’s discretion. 
See item 4282. 
 
 
4269. Public participation - A period not exceeding 15 minutes to be allocated allowing members of 
the public to speak for up to 3 minutes. 
Mr Norman xxx expressed his thanks to Cllr Trebble and his team for organising the new Christmas lights and 
events held in the town on the run-up to Christmas. 
 
 
4270. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Full Council meeting – 14 November 2016 
Cllr Yabsley proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Crabb seconded 
and with all in favour they were adopted. There were no matters arising. 
 
 
4271. Minutes of Planning Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) –   21

st
 

November 2016 
Cllr Fowler proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr V Gates seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted. There were no matters arising. 
 

 
4272. Minutes of the Finance & General Purpose Meeting – 28

th
 November to note and approve 

recommendations 
Cllr Schofield proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Crabb seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  
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The following recommendations made at the meeting were agreed and adopted by all members: 

 Draft precept total for 2017/18 is £231,240 

 That ITC become the accountable body for the town signs project and contribute £2,500 from its 
regeneration budget 

 Community Planning Scheme: A document detailing the process of the scheme as composed by the 
working Group. (An initial completion form to be compiled by the Proper Officer) 

 
 
4273. Minutes of Staffing Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 5

th
 December 

2016 
Cllr Gates proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Crabb seconded and 
with all in favour they were noted.  
Cllr Gates proposed the following recommendations, which were seconded by Cllr Crabb and agreed by all:  

 That the 3 ‘One Ilfracombe Project’ groups can suggest projects and that the Programme manager 
arrange for these to be undertaken in conjunction with a working group of Cllrs: Crabb, Donovan and 
Gates as long as the work contained does not impact on other work already underway or take staff 
beyond their scheduled working hours 

 Living Wage - That the current invoice of £100 + vat is not paid and that this council resigns from the 
accreditation process, whilst continuing to pay the LW equivalent. Noted that the LW increased to 
£8.45 per hour – which is a rise of  20p (from 31/10/2016) and that this should be applied to any/all 
appropriate staff.  
 
 

4274. Fire Services in Ilfracombe (feedback from item raised at last Council meeting) 
Mr Creek (from the Ilfracombe & District Trades Council) stated that there had been no positive news from the 
fire managers to the crew since this issue had been raised at last month’s council meeting and asked that 
council members make a representation to D&SF&RS.   
In reply, Cllr M Edmunds noted that he had met with the Fire Brigade Union, both with and without their 
management team where the staff had been able to express their concerns which include; their pay scheme, 
daytime cover, training, retaining and retained firemen and under-staffing at Ilfracombe.  He said that 
following these meetings, he had sent an email to Lee Howell, Chief Fire Officer. As a result the Deputy Chief 
Fire Officer will visit Ilfracombe to meet with Cllr Edmunds and Cllr Brian Greenslade for further discussions. 
Cllr Edmunds emphasised that the CFO is taking this item very seriously and he will report back on the 
outcome of this meeting when details are known.   
Mr Creek was happy to wait for the outcome of this meeting and withdrew his request for a representation to 
be made at this stage. 
 
4275. Failed Health Hub bid – (feedback from item raised at last Council meeting) 
No feedback available at present. This council will send a letter to Peter Heaton Jones MP who has been 
trying to obtain feedback - to ascertain if any information is available. 
 
4276. Calendar of Council and Committee meetings 2017 
This item was noted 
 
4277. Administrative support requests: 
 Cllr N Pearson declared a personal interest as a member of the following not for profit groups and proposed -  
a) For the Ilfracombe Food Network - an Incredible Edible Ilfracombe initiative – ‘that Ilfracombe Town 

Council/One Ilfracombe continue to provide administrative support to the food network. This will involve 

booking a room for meetings, taking minutes, helping design posters to promote events and promoting events 

through their own websites and Facebook.   

b) Administrative support request for the Ilfracombe arm of SOHS - The proposal is that Ilfracombe Town 

Council/One Ilfracombe assist in organising, advertising and promoting public meetings concerned with the 

planned changes to NHS provision. 

 

With Cllr Pearson estimating an average of  5 hours per month required for each of the above items; – the 

items were proposed by Cllr Pearson, seconded by Cllr Crabb and with all in favour were adopted. 
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4278 One Ilfracombe Report (written reports requested)  

The programme manager had previously circulated an updated report. 

 
4279. Reports from County/District Councillors (written reports requested) 
Cllr M Edmunds tabled his report. 
In addition, he noted that he is willing to put £1000 from his councillor grant budget towards the purchase of 
inflatable sand bags to be purchased and stored in the Centre, the fire station and elsewhere.  
*The Proper Officer will apply for this grant. 
Cllrs were happy for a dumpy bag of sand to be purchased and stored at the Fire station to be used to fill 
conventional sandbags when required. 
* The Proper Officer was asked to follow up a concern as raised to Cllr Edmunds from a resident at Lee, 
complaining that the local public payphone had been taken away during the recent floods but was not going to 
be reinstated. 
 
Cllr Crabb noted there will be 3 areas used for the trial of 3-weekly black bin collection.  The land in/around 
harbour area will be undergoing a CPRE valuation as part of the NDC assets checks. 
 
Cllr Squires asked for the road (from Mullacott) to be investigated with a view to repair/resurfacing as it is in a 
very poor condition. Cllr Edmunds said he will look into this and will supply a list of all planned works in the 
area. 
 
 
4280. Reports from Customer Engagement, Working Groups and Councillor Champions (written 
reports requested). *Representatives to identify organisations*. 
Vision Community Centre has been successful in achieving a Big Lottery Grant to mark its 25

th
 Year of 

opening. 
 
Cllr N Pearson notes a planned public meeting due to be held in the Landmark  as part of the CCG roadshow 
on 14 December  re  consultations on community hospitals closures in East Devon. 
 
 
4281. Health and Safety 
Nothing further to report. 
 
4282. Correspondence  
The Proper Officer bought the correspondence as circulated from Braunton PC re the recent announcement 
of the closure of the RMB base at Chivenor to members’ attention. Members were mindful that clarification be 
sought as to the future use of the site and as such asked that a letter be sent asking for clarifications from the 
MoD as to the nature of the proposals, the future use of any vacated premises for military or other purposes 
and the levels of compensating investment by government for the North Devon economy. 
 
 
4283. Finance 

a) To adopt the Statement of accounts as at 30 November 2016 - The tabled statement of accounts was 
proposed by Cllr Schofield, seconded by Cllr Gates and agreed by all. 

  b) To pass invoices for payment as at 30 November 2016 
  All invoices as tabled were proposed by Cllr Schofield, seconded by Cllr Gates and agreed for payment by     
all. A late invoice as tabled by Cllr Crabb – ‘Crabb Contracting’ re work on excavations associated with 
moving the meter at Ropery road (£244) was included in the above. Having declared a pecuniary interest Cllr 
Crabb left the room and took no part in discussions or voting for this item. 
 
 
4284. Chairs Discretion 
Cllr Gates noted that she had spoken to representatives from the Ilfracombe/ Ifs Twinning association. She 
and Cllr squires agreed to be a conduit for this group and members were happy for a link to be included on 
the ITC website to their own web pages. 

 
 

The meeting finished at 21.20 
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