
ILFRACOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
held on 12 September 2016 

This meeting was held in the Ilfracombe Centre, High Street, Ilfracombe and started at 7.00pm. 
 
 
Present: Cllrs: P Crabb (Mayor), L Aston, B Gear, R Courtnadge, R Donovan, V Gates, K Leck, F Pearson,  
N Pearson, G Schofield,  G Squires, S Trebble, D Turton, P Yabsley. 
 
 
In attendance: The Proper Officer /Responsible Finance Officer. Also present; Pastor Hills and 3 members of 
the public. 
Pastor Hills invited those who wished, to join him in prayers. 
 
 
The Mayor welcomed everyone for attending this evening’s meeting and began proceedings;  
 
 
4208. To receive apologies and reasons for absence: Cllrs: Mrs J Donovan (walking holiday),  
M Edmunds (other commitments), G Fowler (illness) 
 
 
4209. To receive declarations of interest and consider members’ submitted dispensation requests 
Declarations of interest noted: Cllr Crabb (pecuniary interest item  4223) 
A record book was made available and members were reminded of the requirement to note their declarations 
of interest as required under the code of conduct (revised 1/7/12). 
 
 
4210. Notification of items for information to be raised at Chair’s discretion 
Noted (see 4224 ) 
 
 
 
4211. Public participation. A period not exceeding 15 minutes to be allocated allowing members of the 
public to speak for up to 3 minutes 
None requested. 
 
 
4212. To approve and adopt the Minutes of the Full Council meeting 8 August 2016 
Cllr Gear proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Leck seconded and 
with all in favour they were adopted.  
Members who were not present at the meeting abstained from voting.  
 
Matters arising – Cllr N Pearson asked that it be noted that the ‘Save NDDH’ event was a march not a 
meeting. 
 
 
4213. Minutes of the Planning & Environmental Committee meeting (to note and approve 
recommendations) – 15 August 2016 
Cllr Squires proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Yabsley seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  
It was noted that the application 61085 ‘erection of 3 chalet bungalows Higher Slade road’ had gained 
planning approval via the NDC Planning committee meeting as held on the 7

th
 September 2016. 
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4214. To approve and adopt the Minutes of the Extraordinary Full Council meeting 22
nd

 August 2016 
Cllr Yabsley proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Gates seconded 
and with all in favour they were adopted.  
Members who were not present at the meeting abstained from voting.  
The Proper Officer read out a reply from Dr Diamond (Chief Executive of the Northern Devon Healthcare NHS 
Trust), to a letter that was sent as a consequence of this meeting. In this she suggested that she would be 
happy to attend a meeting to give assurances on aspects that were raised with regard to the One Northern 
Devon concept and terms of reference. 
Cllr Donovan noted that the One Ilfracombe board is due to meet later this week and he will raise this item 
with a view to facilitating a meeting with Dr Diamond and the Town Council as appropriate. 

 
 
4215. Minutes of F&GP Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 22

nd
 August 

2016 
Cllr Yabsley proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Crabb seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  
The following items were proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Gates and with all in favour were 
adopted. 
 

 That the quotation as obtained from MJ Heating Ltd to replace the existing boiler and flue (including 
all electrics and mechanical parts) of £10,500 be accepted. (*) Centre manager has obtained written 
confirmation of final quotation and clarification of Gas Safe registration. 

 Contingency of up to £1,000 was also recommended for approval. It was noted that works will need to 
be completed in good time to enable heating to be available for any deterioration in external 
temperatures. (not required) 

 That the Asset manager to contact 3 Electricity suppliers to request quotation for meter installation 
and supply of commercial tariff electricity.  

 For a TAP fund application to be made to support a drain cleaning programme within the town 
 
 
4216. Minutes of Staffing Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) 5 September 
2016   
Cllr Gates proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Donovan seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  
Cllr Gates proposed the following recommendation, which were seconded by Cllr Donovan and agreed by all:  

 That the tabled Lone Worker policy be adopted (with changes to wordings of ‘should’ to become 
‘must’) 

 
 
4217. Proposal ‘to elect 2 additional Trustees to the Vision Community Centre (charity) board’. 
Cllr Donovan explained that the VCC had applied for funding via the Big Lottery to celebrate its 25

th
 

anniversary. North Devon Homes are instrumental in this application and will organise the events for the 
community. However the Big Lottery require that 3 rather than the current 1 trustee (*) should be included on 
the charity’s board. 
Cllrs Aston and Squires volunteered to become additional trustees. They were proposed by Cllr Crabb and 
seconded by Cllr Donovan. With all members in agreement, the members were officially adopted as trustees 
of the Vision Community Centre. This will be ratified when the VCC committee next meet and the charity 
commission website will be updated. 
(*) in addition to Ilfracombe Town Council.   
 
 
4218. One Ilfracombe Report (written reports requested) 
Previously circulated with members agreeing to ‘note’. 
 
 
4219. Reports from County/District Councillors (written reports requested) 
Cllr Crabb reports that following a meeting of the NDC Executive, it was agreed to expand the current 
recycling service to include a weekly food waste collection service. It was also agreed to trial proposals for a 
three-weekly black bin collection.  3 (as yet un-named) areas will trial the new collections. To allay raised 
concerns, he said that some areas may remain on a more frequent collection where due to the large number 
of high density flats and terraced houses, the facility to keep this waste in an external environment was not 
possible. 
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Cllr N Pearson reports on the BBC ‘leaked’ ‘Sustainability and Transformation Plan’ (STP), which is the draft 
plan for changes and cuts to Devon’s health services contained in a 56 page report that she has circulated to 
all members.  Members agreed to review the report with the Health Champions for a proposed response to be 
drawn up.  
Cllr Pearson also notes future ‘Save Our Hospital Services’ events:  

 19
th
 September, there will be a coach from Barnstaple to Exeter taking our Red Line to the HQ of 

Devon’s Success Regime. The Success Regime is also scheduled to appear at Devon County 
Council’s Health Scrutiny Committee at 2 pm and we are planning to be there too. In the evening 
Peter Heaton Jones has accepted an invitation by Barnstaple Town Council to attend their meeting at 
7 pm and answer questions on the NHS. 

 22
nd

 October SOHS are holding a ‘North Devon Sees Red’ day: the idea is to ask people to wear red, 
put on Red Window displays, children can get their faces painted red etc. There will be a procession 
in Barnstaple from Mermaid Walk through the town to the Square for speeches, presentations and 
fun. We can show our support in Ilfracombe by decorating our windows in red, leaving red ribbon on 
the railings outside the Tyrrell etc.  

 
4220. Reports from Customer Engagement, Working Groups and Councillor Champions (written 
reports requested) 
Customer Engagement reports previously circulated with members agreeing to ‘note’. 
 
 
4221. Health and Safety 
Nothing to report this evening 
 
 
4222. Correspondence  

 Response from Dr Diamond re One North Devon mandate (see 4214) 
 Letter from Peter Heaton-Jones MP for North Devon noting surgery dates and with an offer to 

attend a Council meeting – The Proper officer to contact the MPs’ office to arrange a date for him 
to attend the November meeting if possible. 

 Information relating to Modification orders on a number of DCC footpaths and Bridle ways (to be 
circulated via email to members) and a consultation document on a proposed addition of a 
footpath along Doggie Lane at High Slade (previously circulated). 

 
 

 
4223. Finance 

a) To adopt the Statement of accounts as at 31 August 2016 - The tabled statement of accounts was 
proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Turton and agreed by all. 

  b) Pass invoices for payment as at 31 August 2016 
 All invoices as tabled were proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Gates and agreed by all. (Cllr Crabb 
having declared a pecuniary interest in one of the invoices, left the room and took no part in voting for these 
items)  
  
 
 
4224.  Chairs Discretion 

 Cllr Leck thanked the Mayor for judging at the recent carnival and notes that over £3k was raised for 
good causes. He suggested that this Council may like to consider entering a float for next year. 

 Cllr Trebble gave an update on the Combe Christmas initiative which aims to combine Christmas 
events and link the High street, Fore Street and Harbour area. A committee has been formed who are 
fundraising to provide extended celebrations. The date for the Lighting of the Lights is 25

th
 November 

2016. There was a general consensus from members to support payment of Cllr Trebble’s travel 
expenses when he travels to Colchester to see if the event group has been successful in a 
promotional video funding bid. 

 It was noted that the Costa Coffee planning application for the High Street will be included on the next 
Town Council’s planning committee agenda for discussion. 

 
 
 

The meeting finished at 20.30 
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