
ILFRACOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
held on 13 March 2017 

This meeting was held in the Ilfracombe Centre, High Street, Ilfracombe and started at 7.00pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs: P Crabb (Mayor), L Aston, R Courtnadge, Mrs J Donovan, R Donovan, B Gear,  M Edmunds, 
V Gates, G Fowler, K Leck,  N Pearson, G Schofield, G Squires, S Trebble, D Turton, P Yabsley 
 
 
In attendance: Pastor Hills, The Proper Officer, 3 members of staff, 3 members of the public. 
 
 
Pastor Hills opened with prayers. 
The Mayor welcomed everyone attending to this evening’s meeting and began proceedings;  
 
 
4331. To receive apologies and reasons for absence: Cllrs: F Pearson (ill/hearing loss), N Grummitt. 
 
 
4332. To receive declarations of interest and consider members’ submitted dispensation requests.    
A record book was made available and members were reminded of the requirement to note their declarations 
of interest as required under the code of conduct (revised 1/7/12). 
 
 
4333. Notification of items for information to be raised at Chair’s discretion. 
See item 4347. 
 
 
4334. Public participation - A period not exceeding 15 minutes to be allocated allowing members of 
the public to speak for up to 3 minutes. 
None requested. 
 
 
 
4335. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Full Council meeting – 13

th
 February 2017 

Cllr Gates proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Donovan seconded 
and with all in favour they were adopted.   
Matter arising – spelling correction noted – ‘it was proposed that both, councillors and members of staff could 
be eligible (rather than illegible) for consideration of a nomination for a Pride in Ilfracombe award for an 
action/work that is outside of their council related duties (4321). 
 
 
 
4336. Minutes of Planning Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 20

th
 

February 2017 
Cllr Fowler proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Yabsley seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  
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4337. Minutes of the Finance & General Purpose Meeting – 27

th
 February 2017 to note and approve 

recommendations 
Cllr Schofield proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Gear seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  
The following recommendations and actions made at the meeting were agreed and adopted by all members: 
Resume of Recommendations and Actions - made to Full Council 

 Recommendation – To agree the report containing expenditure exceeding budget predictions.   
 Recommendation – To agree the risk assessment report.   
 Action – The Asset Manager to arrange for a single line wireless provision to be installed in the 

Lantern as per her report. 
 Recommendation – to delegate additional office space rental options to be agreed by the Asset 

Manager and Proper Officer as per the report.   
 Recommendation – To agree to allocate the £5000 to One Ilfracombe to support the Living Well 

initiatives in the 2017/18 financial year.   
 Action – to draft a statement regarding  Ropery Road car park 
 Action – The Community Engagement team to publish event for 25

th
 celebration at the Vision 

Centre on the ITC website.  
 Action – The Asset Manager to contact the press to display an advert for the job role 
 Action – A working group still to be formed to facilitate the hire/rental of a new town maintenance 

vehicle. Suggested membership, Cllr Yabsley, Cllr Trebble, the Proper officer and Asset manager 
 Action – The Proper Officer to contact NDC planning to obtain cost and information in order to 

apply on the Rugby Club’s behalf 
 Action – The Community Engagement Team to be involved with the planning and process of the 

Annual Town Meeting 
 Recommendation - Cllr Crabb proposed for this council to record that, at present it was neither 

for, or against such a motion but that if evidence is produced, the matter will be given 
consideration and discussed again.  Cllr Schofield seconded and all members were in agreement 

 Recommendation ITC would provide the room hire without costs for the 10 wellbeing taster 
sessions. To note - Cllr Leck noted that he was not against this recommendation but he felt there 
were inconsistencies with the approval of this item and others that had been put before Council. 
The Mayor noted that as the Town Council were hosting and arranging these ‘taster sessions’ 
which were occurring as a consequence of the Spring into Action day, it was acceptable that no 
costs would be raised on this occasion. It was also noted that (to date) a full room booking had 
resulted from the taster sessions. 

 
 
4338. Minutes of Staffing Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 6

th
 March 

2017 
Cllr Gates proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Mrs Donovan 
seconded and with all in favour they were noted.  
It was noted that the annual town meeting will be held on 5

th
 April 2017 (* Now amended to 12

th
 April) at the 

Ilfracombe Centre. 
Cllr Gear gave a vote of thanks to Cllr George Squires for his efforts in counting the car park cash over the 
last 2/3 years. Thanks were also extended to the Facilities Manager whose efforts enable this process to run 
smoothly. A member of staff has been nominated to take over the cash counting function. 

 
 

4339. To Elect the Mayor of Ilfracombe Town Council and to Elect the Deputy Mayor of Ilfracombe 
Town Council for the 2017/18 Civic Year.  Posts will be Mayor Elect and Deputy Mayor Elect until they 
take up office on 8

th
 May 2017.  

With other nominations withdrawn on the evening and one nomination received for the Mayor elect and 
deputy Mayor elect, Council members congratulated; Cllr Paul Crabb as Mayor Elect and Cllr Val Gates as 
Deputy Mayor Elect for the 2017/18 civic year. Both councillors will officially be reinstalled in their role at the 
Council’s AGM due to be held in May. 
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4340. Ilfracombe Town Council statement on Health Care (acute service review) 
Cllr Leck proposed an amendment to the order of words and some changes to the tabled proposal, these 
were accepted and as such Cllr N Pearson proposed; 
 
Ilfracombe Town Council believes that people should have ease and timely access to health services 
to achieve the best outcomes. The structural and service characteristics of any newly commissioned 
service must have regard to the population characteristics and the local geography of North Devon. 
 
Therefore this Council will not support any proposals to change preventative services, clinical care or 
social care, which it considers would disadvantage the wellbeing of individuals or communities in 
Ilfracombe and/or North Devon.  
 

The Mayor seconded this proposal and with all members in agreement and one objection the motion was 
adopted. 
 
The members noted that their statement was not political and that they felt that Ilfracombe would be severely 
disadvantaged if the services were lost, - ‘we must keep the acute services in North Devon’. 
 
 
4341 One Ilfracombe Report (written reports requested)  

The Programme Manager tabled an updated report that had also been previously circulated.  He highlighted 

the good response and attendance at the recent Spring into Action event and noted that the ‘Big Spring 

Clean’ of the High Street will be held on 19
th
 March.  

 
 

4342. Reports from County/District Councillors (written reports requested) 
Cllr M Edmunds tabled his report and notes that the DCC precept has increased by 4.99% (1.99% plus 3% 
specifically for social care). He also noted that the fire service agreed an increase of 1.99% along with the 
same increase from the Police.  
His report includes information relating to a drain survey which is due to take place to investigate flooding on 
the corner of Hierns Lane and Broad Street, 
Traffic lights on the corner of High Street and Northfield Road have been moved and work on the property by 
Oxford Grove Taxi Rank should start in April and take approx. 4 weeks. 
In response to a question relating to the poor road surface on the A361 (from Mullacott), Cllr Edmunds said 
that the new Highways’ contractors will be looking into this; and that a surface dress of the road through the 
village of Lee will also be undertaken. 
Cllr Edmunds also reports that rapid intervention vehicles will be commissioned across the D&SF&R area in 
next few years with a view for 45 to be in place complementing the current 42 large pumps and 37 medium 
pumps. 8 new fire service staff are undergoing training. 
 
 
In response to Cllr Donovan’s question, the Mayor noted that a meeting with North Devon Council members 
to discuss the seafront assets has not happened as yet, but he will chase for a date to progress. (see last 
months minutes - 4319). 
 
4343. Reports from Community Engagement, Working Groups and Councillor Champions (written 
reports requested). *Representatives to identify organisations*. 
Cllr N Pearson tabled her Health champions report. In addition she noted that on  1

st
 April 2017 a ‘Red Line’ 

event organised by Save our Hospital Services will be held and will encircle the Tyrell hospital along with 
similar action across community hospitals in Devon. 
 
4344. Health and Safety 
Nothing further to report. 
 
4345. Correspondence  
Nothing further to report. 
 
4346. Finance 

a) To adopt the Statement of accounts as at 28 February 2017 - The tabled statement of accounts was 
proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Schofield and agreed by all. 

  b) To pass invoices for payment as at 28 February 2017 
  All invoices as tabled were proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Schofield and agreed for payment 
  by all.  
   



 
4347. Chairs Discretion  
Diary dates –  

 Ilfracombe Town Council Annual town meeting - 12
th
 April 7-9pm (originally noted as 5

th
 but now 

changed to 12
th
) 

 Ilfracombe Town council joint One Ilfracombe meeting – 19
th
 April 2017 6pm 

 Vision Community centre – Big celebration 25
th
 Anniversary event 12th April from noon 

 
 

The meeting finished at 20.15 
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