
ILFRACOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
held on 13 June 2016 

This meeting was held in the Ilfracombe Centre, High Street, Ilfracombe and started at 7.00pm. 
 
 
Present: Cllrs: P Crabb (Mayor), L Aston, B Gear, R Courtnadge, M Edmunds, V Gates, N Grummitt,  
G Fowler, K Leck, F Pearson, N Pearson, G Squires, S Trebble, D Turton. 
 
 
In attendance: The Proper Officer /Responsible Finance Officer. Also present; Pastor Hills, 5 members of the 
public and 1 member of the Press. 
 
 
4146. To receive apologies and reasons for absence: Cllrs: Mrs J Donovan, R Donovan (holiday), 
G Schofield (work commitments), P Yabsley (work commitments). 
  
 
4147. To receive declarations of interest and consider members’ submitted dispensation requests 
Declarations of interest noted:  
 A record book was made available and members were reminded of the requirement to note their declarations 
of interest as required under the code of conduct (revised 1/7/12). 
 
 
4148. To regularise the instalment into office of the Deputy Mayor, Cllr V Gates 
Following her election at the annual meeting, (which she was unable to attend due to a holiday break), Cllr 
Gates read out her acceptance of office and was installed into the office of deputy mayor.  
 
 
4149. Notification of items for information to be raised at Chair’s discretion 
Non noted 
 
 
4150. Public participation. A period not exceeding 15 minutes to be allocated allowing members of the 
public to speak for up to 3 minutes 
No requests made. 
 
 
4151. To approve and adopt the Minutes of the Annual meeting and Full Council meeting 9 May 2016 
Cllr Squires proposed that the minutes of the meetings were a true and correct record. Cllr Fowler seconded 
and with all in favour they were adopted.  
Cllr Courtnadge stated that he abstained from voting (reference item 4138); which is duly noted. 
 
 
4152. Minutes of the Planning & Environmental Committee meeting (to note and approve 
recommendations) – 16 May 2016 
Cllr Fowler proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Edmunds seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  
 
 
4153. Minutes of F&GP Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 23 May 2016 
Cllr Crabb proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Gates seconded and 
with all in favour they were noted.  
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4153 continued 
The following recommendations from the meeting were made by Cllr Crabb, seconded by Cllr Trebble and 
adopted by all: 
 

o That the rental costs for hire of the Lantern offices are delegated to the Project Officer to negotiate as 
long as the values do not fall below the costs of the external valuations.   

o To delegate ongoing maintenance / replacement parts of the shelters (where required) to the Proper 
Officer with fitting work to be completed by the Old Git volunteers.   

o To agree to the request from Combe Christmas for use of car park on 25th-27th November 2016 for 
approx 50 car spaces. To be charged at community winter rate   

o To approve the request to spend up to £750 (following 3 quotations being sought) to realign the side 
door - with the caveat that written confirmation with regard to fire regulations and the use of the door 
is sought before works commence. 

 
 
4154. Minutes of Staffing Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) 6 June 2016   
Cllr V Gates proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr N Pearson 
seconded and with all in favour they were noted.  
Cllr Gates proposed the following recommendations from this committee – which were seconded by Cllr 
Pearson and agreed by all 

o National Joint Councils agreed 1% - That the NJC pay increase of 1% (backdated to 1/4/2016) be 
given to all members of staff (* amended to include additional increase of 1% to be administered on 1 
April 2017 as per NJC agreement). NOTE - *Any increase in salary is to be agreed by One Ilfracombe 
for the two members of staff whose salaries are included and paid via OI budgets.  

o The revised Staffing Committee terms of reference 
 

Note: terms of reference for the F&GP committee are scheduled for revision. 
 
Cllr Gates confirmed that the successful applicants for both the Asset manager and Centre & Finance 
manager had started their new roles’ as of today (13/6/16). It was noted that whilst there was still a potential 
vacancy for a customer service advisor; it was decided to monitor this role and assess the impact of the 
NDC/ITC ‘shared duty’ member of staff on workloads. 
  
 
4155. Proposal – that this Council supports the call ‘to develop the missing link between Willingcott 
and Knowle’ of the Tarka Trail. Cllr L Aston (ITC 235 refers) 
Cllr Aston proposed that that this Council supports the planning application ‘to develop the missing cycle link 
between Willingcott and Knowle’ of the Tarka Trail. This was seconded by Cllr Fowler and all were in 
agreement. 
Cllr Fowler and the Proper Officer will liaise to send a letter of support for the application from this Council. 
 
 
4156. Proposal ‘that this Council approve expenditure from the Green Team budget’ Cllr S Trebble 
(ITC 234 refers) 

 
Cllr Trebble proposed, for expenditure up to £550 (+vat) for the cost of a Weed-spray training course (plus 
expenses if distant training venue) be agreed for Cllr Aston and that costs up to £299 be agreed to purchase 
a set of loading ramps (to enable the ride-on mower to be transported) 
 
 The proposal was seconded by Cllr Squires with all in agreement and 1 abstention. 
Cllr N Pearson asked that alternatives to the use of the current weed killer be investigated. 
 
(note- Whilst on the Pick Up Truck the liability insurance falls on the Pick Up Truck’s insurance. Cllr Trebble 
would need to make sure his insurer covers this. Once the mower is off the truck and whilst in use it will be 
back on the Council insurance). 
 
 
4157. Proposal ‘to adopt the Ilfracombe Town Council Annual report’ 
Cllr Squires proposed that the previously circulated Annual report for 2015/16 be adopted. This was seconded 
by Cllr Grummitt and with all in favour was agreed. 
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4158. One Ilfracombe Report (written reports requested) 
Cllr Turton noted that discussions at the OI board had included investigating the ‘One North Devon’ concept. 
Cllr Leck said that he would not be in favour of supporting this. Cllr Gates said that she had recently attended 
the meeting where this was discussed and that OI were working on proposals which she would expect to be 
presented formally to this council. The mayor noted that this was a ‘watching brief’ item. 
 
 
4159. Reports from County/District Councillors (written reports requested) 
A report was tabled by Dist Cllr Meadlarkin who was not in attendance this evening.  
 
County/Dist Cllr Edmunds - notes that an additional £15,000 fund has been made available for pot-hole 
repairs.  
He thanked Mr Furber for agreeing to lock/unlock the Cove toilets on a voluntary basis and said that a petition 
from local residents wishing for the Distinct Council to keep the toilets open had been instrumental in the item 
being put forward for debate at the September executive meeting. 
 
 
4160. Reports from Customer Engagement, Working Groups and Councillor Champions (written 
reports requested) 
The Customer engagement report was previously circulated 
 
Cllr Fowler notes that the group looking into funding for the proposed Water Sport Centre are finalising an 
expression of interest and he wished to thank all those who are involved with this project. 
 
Cllr N Pearson attended a meeting of Healthwatch; - the start of the consultation on the  
 Success Regime, (which earlier in the year released its case for change document as part of efforts to tackle 
a predicted £440 million financial black hole in the region's NHS); at which she notes that the letter as sent 
from this Council via the Health Champions was duly recognised. 
The mayor noted that there was a march against potential cuts being organised by the local mayors (due to 
be held in Barnstaple on 18

th
 June). 

 
 
Sea Ilfracombe – Cllr Gear reports that this organisation has decided to cease its operations and will not be 
holding any further events. It was noted that this council has provided grant funding for Sea Ilfracombe for the 
2016/17 financial year.  The Proper Officer was asked to investigate and contact the organisation. 
 
 
4161. Health and Safety 

o Scaffolding erected and work due to commence on arson/fire damage imminently 
o Internal wall erected to divide ‘Blue room’ thus creating a new meeting room to enable the staff 

relocation to the first floor of the Ilfracombe Centre (expected early July) 
 
 
4162. Correspondence  
Letter received from Dr Alison Diamond (Chief Executive of the Northern Devon Healthcare NHS Trust) in 
reply to correspondence from this council. 
Change of public footpath – (via modification order) ref HTM/PROW/15/56 - Middle Campscott. 
 
 
4163. Finance 
a) To adopt the Statement of accounts as at 31 May 2016 - The tabled statement of accounts was 
proposed by Cllr Gear, seconded by Cllr Fowler and agreed by all. 
  b) Pass invoices for payment as at 31 May 2016 
  All invoices as tabled including the Vision Community centre invoices were proposed by Cllr Gear, seconded 
by Cllr Crabb and agreed by all.  
 
  
4164. Chairs Discretion 
None noted this evening 
 
 
 

The meeting finished at 20.00 
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