
ILFRACOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
held on 9 May 2016 

This meeting was held in the Ilfracombe Centre, High Street, Ilfracombe and followed the Annual meeting of 
the Council – starting at 7.20pm. 

 
Present: Cllrs: P Crabb (Mayor), L Aston, B Gear, R Courtnadge,  Mrs J Donovan, R Donovan, M Edmunds, 
G Fowler, K Leck, F Pearson, N Pearson, G Schofield, G Squires, S Trebble, D Turton, P Yabsley. 
 
In attendance: The Proper Officer /Responsible Finance Officer. Also present; Pastor Hills, 7 members of the 
public, 2 of whom left after item 4138  
 
4129. To receive apologies and reasons for absence: Cllrs: V Gates, (holiday), N Grummitt (ill) 
  
4130. To receive declarations of interest and consider members’ submitted dispensation requests 
Declarations of interest noted:  
 A record book was made available and members were reminded of the requirement to note their declarations 
of interest as required under the code of conduct (revised 1/7/12). 
 
4131. Public participation. A period not exceeding 15 minutes to be allocated allowing members of the 
public to speak for up to 3 minutes.  
Lighting – A gentleman asked what was being done to repair the harbour and seafront lighting that he said 
was often not working. The Mayor noted that he would raise this with North Devon Council as they own/have 
the responsibility for these lights. 
 
Museum Coastal Community Grant – Representatives from Ilfracombe Museum attended this evening’s 
meeting and were delighted to advise that the Museum has been awarded £50,000 from the latest round of 
the Governments’ Coastal Revival funding. It was one of only 15 projects to benefit from the funding which 
aims to help restore Great British coastal landmarks to their former glory. The money will go towards essential 
repairs to the building and preserve the exhibits to enable many more years of opening to locals and visitors. 

Parking - Dr Terry Elliott and colleague raised the problems of car parking (in general) in the Central Ward, 
but specifically in Highfield Road. They said that following the parking restrictions that finish at the end of 
March the problem is exacerbated with locals and visitors parking in this area. They gave examples of having 
to park some distance away from their own homes and asked the Town Council to come up with a workable 
solution; suggesting e.g. residents parking permits. Cllrs Crabb and Donovan replied and in doing so referred 
to the Transport Master Plan which is currently waiting for input and consultation with Devon County Council. 
In essence the members said that there were more cars than parking spaces, however they are keen to work 
with the local community and as a starting point will request that the current dates where parking is restricted 
be reviewed to be extended. 
 
4132. Audit of accounts   
Audit of Accounts – The Resolution ‘To Agree the Annual Return and supporting statement for year-
end 31 March 2016 to include the Statement of Assurance for passing to the External Auditor and 
receive the Internal Auditors Report from Mr Paul Wright from APB Accountants’ 
The financial reports were tabled together with the report from the internal auditor.  
The proposal to ‘Agree the Annual Return and supporting statement for year-end 31 March 2016 to include 
the Statement of Assurance for passing to the External Auditor’ was made by Cllr Yabsley, seconded by Cllr 
Fowler and with all members in agreement the motion was adopted. 
The Mayor thanked Mr Wright for attending this evenings’ meeting. 
  
 
4133. To approve and adopt the Minutes of the Full Council meeting 11 April 2016 
Cllr Gear proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Courtnadge seconded 
and with all in favour they were adopted. There were no matters arising. 
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4134. Minutes of the Planning & Environmental Committee meeting (to note and approve 
recommendations) – 18 April 2016 
Cllr Fowler proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Trebble seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  
 
4135. Minutes of F&GP Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 25 April 2016 
Cllr Donovan proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Crabb seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  
The following recommendations from the meeting were made by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Crabb and 
adopted by all: 

(i) To adopt the Annual return and associated reports for financial year ending 31 March 2016 
(ii) To accept the quote of £1770 for works (to the Blue room) in the Ilfracombe Centre 
(iii) To regularise a £10 change of registration number on permit fee for Cheyne Beach car park 
(iv)  For the revised Standing Orders and Financial regulations to be adopted. 

 
4136. Minutes of Staffing Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) 3 May 2016   
Cllr N Pearson proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Mrs Donovan 
seconded and with all in favour they were noted.  
Cllr N Pearson wished to thank the whole team who are involved with the staffing restructure and the outgoing 
Mayor, Cllr Squires echoed these thanks. 
Cllr Edmunds asked for clarification of the item ‘132 hours accrued lieu hours for month ending 30/4/16’ 
The Proper Officer noted that as at 30 April 2016,132 lieu/toil hours had been accrued by staff working over 
their contracted hours. It was agreed to amend the minutes to note 132 hours ‘at’ the month end rather than 
‘for’ 
 

i) The recommendation from this committee was proposed by Cllr Pearson, seconded by Cllr Mrs 
Donovan – that Mrs McDonald be paid for her 29 hours of toil as plain overtime (i.e before 
starting her new role) 

With all votes in favour, 1 vote against and 1 abstention the motion was adopted. 
 
 
4137. Response to CCTV Consultation 
It was agreed to refer this item and delegate a response to the NDC CCTV consultation to the next meeting of 
the Finance & General Purpose Committee. 
 
 
4138. Proposal ‘that ITC act, along with all other N. Devon communities and councils, to ensure that 
we retain our acute services in North Devon (In the light of reports from the Success Regime imposed on 
the NEW Devon CCG that all services at NDDH are under review and that A&E services could be curtailed)  
 
Cllr N Pearson had recently attended a meeting where Andy Robinson director of finance for the Northern 
Devon Healthcare Trust had outlined that Northern, Eastern and Western Devon is one of three areas in the 
country to be put into the NHS England ‘Success Regime’ (a body made up of 16 healthcare providers).    

Responding to suggestions of the potential loss of A&E services at the North Devon District Hospital and the 
likely cascade effect on other acute services, Cllr Pearson was concerned at the speed at which decisions 
appear to be being made without any public knowledge of exactly what is being done. She believes that any 
changes will be cost driven and not service driven and that the proposed date when the report is to be 
finalised (June) prior to public consultation will not be sufficient for proposals and/or changes to be accurately 
formulated. 

Cllr Edmunds gave examples of long waits for the Ambulance service during a recent call-out to one of his 
ward parishioners. 
 
The Mayor urged for a unified response to any suggestions of removal of this vital service and Councillors 
were supportive of the formation of a task and finish group to ascertain what action this council can take, to 
include contacting other parish mayors and enlisting the Engagement staff to draw up a document to engage 
the community.  
Proposed by Cllr N Pearson and seconded by Cllr Squires. All in agreement and 1 abstention. (T&F group – 
Cllrs: Squires, Leck Mrs Donovan, Crabb and N Pearson) 
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4139. One Ilfracombe Report (written reports requested) 

No report available this evening 
 
 
4140. Reports from County/District Councillors (written reports requested) 
Cllr Edmunds: New bus shelter (with disabled access) to be installed opposite the Dilkhusa Hotel; 7 areas of 
roads in Ilfracombe to have double yellow lines painted (waiting for ratification); Meeting arranged with owners 
of the Berkeley Hotel following the serving of an enforcement notice; Awaiting for date for 106 details re 
Southern extension; Decision to sell Landmark theatre to the Theatres Trust for £400k is awaiting approval at  
the next Executive meeting. 
 
4141. Reports from Working Groups and Councillor Champions (written reports requested) 
Cllr Aston notes the next Ilfracombe Works event will be held on 25

th
 May. 

 
4142. Health and Safety 
Nothing to report this evening 
 
4143. Correspondence  

 Letter received from Dr Alison Diamond (Chief Executive of the Northern Devon Healthcare NHS 
Trust) setting out ‘Success regime’ details. (see also 4138) 

 Continued correspondence received from Mr Hornsby. Noted – Council members agree that no 
response to be made until/unless full clarification is received from him on exactly what matters he 
is referring to. 

 
 
4144. Finance 

a) To adopt the Statement of accounts as at 30 April 2016 - The tabled statement of accounts was 
proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Schofield and agreed by all. 

  b) Pass invoices for payment as at 30 April 2016 
  All invoices as tabled including the Vision Community centre invoices were proposed by Cllr Donovan,  
seconded by Cllr Crabb and agreed by all.  
 
  
4145. Chairs Discretion 
Cllr N Pearson asked for a doorbell to be installed and notices put up (to indicate the doorbell) for members of 
the public to use if they wish to join a council meeting later than the 7pm start  time, after which the doors are 
locked. 
 
 

 
The meeting finished at 20.55 
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