
ILFRACOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
held on 10 July 2017 

This meeting was held in the Ilfracombe Centre, High Street, Ilfracombe and started at 7.00pm. 
 
 
Present: Cllrs: P Crabb (Mayor), L Aston, R Courtnadge, B Gear, G Fowler, K Leck, F Pearson, N Pearson, 
G Squires, S Trebble, P Yabsley, J Donovan, R Donovan, D Turton. 
 
In attendance: Pastor Hills, the Proper Officer, 3 members of staff and 5 members of the public. 
 
 
Pastor Hills opened with prayers. 
The Mayor welcomed everyone to this evening’s meeting and began proceedings;  
 
4409. To receive apologies and reasons for absence; (to include update from the Proper Officer) 
Cllrs: V Gates (urgent domestic out of town), G Schofield (other commitments out of town),  
M Edmunds (NDC meeting). 
 
The Proper Officer advised members that in accordance with the  Local Government Act 1972, section 85 (1) 
& (2) Cllr Noel Grummitt will cease to be a council member on 16

th
 July 2017. This is due to non-attendance 

at Council/Committee meetings for a continuous period of 6 months (and without obtaining dispensation from 
Full Council).  The Proper Officer will follow the process to inform North Devon Council of the casual vacancy. 
 
4410. To receive declarations of interest and consider members’ submitted dispensation requests.    
Declarations of interest noted: A record book was made available and members were reminded of the 
requirement to note their declarations of interest as required under the code of conduct (revised 1/7/12). 
Cllr Fowler declared a personal interest in item 4418 
 
4411. Notification of items for information to be raised at Chair’s discretion. 
Cllr Crabb – see item 4427. 
 
 
4412. Public participation - A period not exceeding 15 minutes to be allocated allowing members of 
the public to speak for up to 3 minutes. 
Mr & Mrs Silvester asked if a replacement public recycling bin could be installed in the location of 
Wildersmouth Beach as the one that was previously there had been removed.  It was noted that the previous 
bin had been removed due to general waste being disposed into it which meant that the recycling became 
contaminated. Cllr Crabb noted that he would raise this at the next Town Team meeting to see if North Devon 
Council were able to supply one in a different location. 
 
 
4413. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Full Council meeting – 12

h
 June 2017 

Cllr Yabsley proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record.  Cllr Aston seconded 
and with all in favour they were adopted. Members who were not present at the meeting abstained from 
voting.  Matters arising – it was noted that requests for future considerations under the Community Planning 
scheme would be communicated to members to agree via a Full Council meeting prior to agreement being 
made for the Council to ‘adopt’ the individual scheme. (4401). 
 
4414. Minutes of Planning Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 19 June 2017 
Cllr Fowler proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Yabsley seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.   
Cllr Fowler notes that an application for the former Lee Bay Hotel has been submitted and will be on the next 
Planning agenda, all members are welcome to attend and the applicant has been invited to present the 
revised plans. 
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4415. Minutes of the Finance & General Purpose Meeting – 26 June 2017 (to note minutes and approve 
recommendations) 
Cllr Trebble proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record.  Cllr N Pearson 
seconded and with all in favour they were noted.  The recommendations as made at the meeting were 
individually proposed by Cllr Gear, seconded by Cllr Trebble and with all in favour were adopted. 
Recommendations adopted by Full Council 

 A new lawn mower be purchased as per the report 

 Maintenance contract to be taken out with Isca as tabled for the Lantern 

 Whilst a formal written request is required for works to council property by a third party, members 
gave this item their recommendation in principle for sockets to be installed at this site to 
accommodate seasonal lighting. It is noted that there will not be any cost to this council as a result of 
this. Cllr Trebble to forward a formal request on behalf of Combe Christmas) 

 That a retrospective planning application be submitted by this Council for erection of the advertising 
boards (only) as situated at Ropery Road Car Park.  

 The ‘Death of a monarch or civic dignitary’ Protocol be adopted 
 

 
 

4416. Minutes of Staffing Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 3
rd

 July 2017 
Cllr Leck proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record.  Cllr Gear seconded and 
with all in favour they were noted.  
Cllr Leck proposed the recommendation from this meeting namely ‘to adopt the ‘Use of Council vehicle & Use 
of own vehicle whilst on Council business’ policy.  Cllr Crabb seconded and with all members in favour the 
policy was adopted. 
 
 
4417. To consider Community Groups’ applications received for North Devon Council Green Waste 
concession. 
There have been two applications received from a) Hele Community Group and b) the Vision Community 
Centre.  The Proper Officer read out each application and Cllr Crabb proposed to recommend both 
applications.  Cllr Squires seconded and all members agreed. The details will be passed to North Devon 
Council to action further. 
 

 

4418. To consider a response to the proposed ‘Harbour Revision Order’ ref proposed slipway and 

quay wall design. 

A copy of the plan and proposal for this item has been circulated to all members and will be contained in a 

public consultation at the end of the month. All members gave a very positive response to this item which is a 

requirement that must be addressed prior to the fulfilment of the proposed water-sports centre. 

The Proper Officer will respond with members’ positive comments to this HRO. As proposed by Cllr Crabb, 

seconded by Cllr Gear and with all in favour. 

Cllr Fowler declared a personal interest in this item. 

 

 

4419. To consider a request from Devon Partnership Trust (mental health team) to rent space in the 

Ilfracombe Centre (namely the Meeting room and ex CAB rooms).  

The One Ilfracombe Programme Manager tabled report ITC 280 which had been previously circulated.  Due 

to the tight deadline, he said it is important for a decision to be made at this evening’s meeting.  

Cllr Crabb proposed to adopt the recommendations laid out in the report. Namely; 

 The agreement to lease Room 1, Room 2 and Space A on the attached plan to DPT (a proposal on 

length of time and break clause will also need to be agreed and this is delegated to the Proper 

Officer) 

 The proposed rent of £11,000 (+VAT) per year for the areas above 

 To allow DTP to move into the Ilfracombe Centre by Friday 21st July 

 

With Cllr Fowler seconding the proposal and all members in agreement the motion was adopted. 
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4420. One Ilfracombe Report (written reports requested). 

The OI Programme Manager had previously circulated a report which was noted at this evening’s meeting.  It 

is reported that funding for One Ilfracombe is now at a critical point with meetings due to be held with DCC 

and the DCLG. 

The One Ilfracombe AGM will be held on 18
th
 July at the Ilfracombe Centre. 

4421. Reports from County/District Councillors (written reports requested). 
Cllr Crabb notes that resurfacing is due to be started on the A361 from Mullacott to Ilfracombe in September. 
Cllr Fowler noted that there is an Ilfracombe Regeneration Board meeting due on 14 July and that feedback 
from this will be made at the next Council meeting.  
It was also noted that the Bicclescombe nursery site has a potential buyer agreed.   

 
4422. Reports from Community Engagement, Working Groups and Councillor Champions (written 
reports requested).  
The Community Engagement report was tabled prior to the meeting and is noted. 
Cllr Fowler reported that the Marketing group welcomed the work of the One Ilfracombe Project Coordinator in 
winning £10k for Christmas lights for the town. 
Cllr Yabsley noted that he is looking into a community project in order to replace and maintain the overhead 
lighting along the High Street, Cllr Donovan said that TAP funding could be considered. 
Cllr N Pearson gave a health update and noted that the SOHS campaign is still current and will continue. 
Cllr Gear noted an update from the recent Harbour Forum that the works on the East End of the pier are now 
complete. 
Cllr Trebble reported that judging for Ilfracombe in Bloom is taking place on Friday 14

th
 July and the route 

taken will be starting from Bicclescombe Park, through town and finishing back at the Trinity Rooms. 
Cllr N Pearson noted a website working group meeting is taking place on Tuesday 11

th
 July. 

Cllr Aston noted the Vision Centre’s AGM is on 17
th
 July and all are welcome to attend. 

 
4423. Health and Safety. 
Nothing further to report 
 
4424. Correspondence (to include 2 letters from the Lee & Lincombe Residents Association 
concerning the planning application for the Lee Bay hotel and the current state of the site). 

 Police Report - The Proper Officer had previously circulated a report from Inspector Paul Searle who 
gave his apologies for this evening’s meeting.  Noted by the members. 

 Cllr Crabb has been asked to move the bench at the top of Fore Street, so will liaise with Cllr R 
Donovan. 

 Communication has been received from Rob Barnes of Ilfracombe Swimming Club asking for support 
from Ilfracombe Town Council for their TAP application.  All members agreed to support this request. 
The Proper Officer to respond. 

 The Proper Officer had previously circulated 2 letters from the Lee & Lincombe Residents Association 
and in response to the letter about the state of the site, it was agreed by all that a letter would be sent 
to Acorn Blue asking for them to undertake work to keep it all in good order.  It will also be referred to 
the Development Sites group who liaise directly with the District Authority.  

 A notice from DCC reference a revised application for a street cafe at The Symphony Ocean View 
Hotel, Ilfracombe had been previously circulated. All members were supportive of the application and 
the Proper Officer was asked to respond to advise as such but include a note that the pedestrian walk 
way must be kept clear at all times. 

 
4425. Finance 
a) To adopt the Statement of accounts as at 30 June 2017 - The tabled statement of accounts was 
proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Crabb and agreed by all. 
 b) To pass invoices for payment as at 30 June 2017 
 All invoices as tabled were proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Fowler and agreed for payment 
 by all.   
Invoices for the Vision Community Centre were proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Trebble and 
agreed for payment by all.   
 
4426. Chairs Discretion  

 Cllr Crabb suggested looking into a solution to the seagull issue around the Town, with investigations starting 
at the possibility of purchasing deterrent kites for the Ilfracombe Centre which appear to have been successful 
in other areas. 

The meeting finished at 20.45 
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