
 

 
 

ILFRACOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

held on 11 September 2017 

This meeting was held in the Ilfracombe Centre, High Street, Ilfracombe and started at 7.00pm. 
 
 
Present: Cllrs: V Gates (Deputy Mayor), L Aston, R Courtnadge, Mrs J Donovan, R Donovan, M Edmunds,  
B Gear, G Fowler, K Leck, F Pearson, N Pearson, G Schofield, G Squires, S Trebble, D Turton,  
P Yabsley (7.10) 
 
In attendance: Pastor Hills, the Proper Officer and 4 members of the public. 
 
 
Pastor Hills opened with prayers. 
The Deputy Mayor welcomed everyone to this evening’s meeting and began proceedings;  
 
 
4447. To receive apologies and reasons for absence;  
Cllrs: P Crabb (Mayor) holiday 
 
 
4448. To receive declarations of interest and consider members’ submitted dispensation requests.    
Declarations of interest noted: A record book was made available and members were reminded of the 
requirement to note their declarations of interest as required under the code of conduct (revised 1/7/12). 
 
The Proper Officer noted that with a new website under construction and due to ‘go live’ in a couple of weeks, 
councillors were reminded of their responsibility to update their Register of Interests, or advise if no changes 
were required. Copies of the Register of Interest forms were available for all members. 
 
See item 4465; Cllrs: Donovan, Mrs Donovan and Aston declared pecuniary interest in items under invoices 
for payment   
 
4449. Notification of items for information to be raised at Chair’s discretion. 
Two items were noted for discussion (see item 4466) 
 
4450. Public participation - A period not exceeding 15 minutes to be allocated allowing members of 
the public to speak for up to 3 minutes. 
No requests made. 
 
4451. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Full Council meeting – 14

th
 August 2017 

Cllr N Pearson proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record.  Cllr Trebble 
seconded and with all in favour they were adopted. Members who were not present at the meeting abstained 
from voting.   
Matters arising – Cllr N Pearson asked what progress had been made by District members to further the 
Skateboard Park (lighting) planning application. No updates were available this evening, but members urged 
for this to be addressed. (Note - a request for funds to contract a lighting consultant to report on the light 
spillage effect was refused at last month’s council meeting with District members advising that they would 
investigate with the Planning officer to ascertain the progress of this application). 
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4452. Minutes of Planning Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 21
st

 August 
2017 
Cllr Fowler proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record. Cllr Edmunds seconded 
and with all in favour they were noted.  There were no matters arising. 

 
4453. Minutes of the Finance & General Purpose Meeting – 29

th
 August 2017 (to note minutes and 

approve recommendations) 
Cllr Schofield proposed that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record.  Cllr Trebble 
seconded and with all in favour they were noted.  The recommendations as made at the meeting were 
individually proposed by Cllr Schofield, seconded by Cllr Trebble and with all in favour were adopted. 
Recommendations adopted by Full Council 

 That the full budget of £800 be delegated to the Proper Officer and Cllr Trebble to allow  Combe 
Christmas to provide Christmas trees and tree lighting for the town. NOTE – Cllr Trebble advises that 
trees cannot be sourced in time for this year and as such Combe Christmas will not be involved in the 
purchase of the trees. As such the budget allowed for lighting will default to the £300 as originally 
recommended by this committee.  

 To purchase 20 embroidered Town Council pennants from Excel Embroidery. 

 To agree a service contract with Isca Elevators for servicing the lift at the Ilfracombe Centre. 

 To agree to spend up to £1,500 from the marketing budget on re-siting and repairing the Harbour 
webcam. 

 To agree costs up to £250 to be made available to the Royal British Legion to facilitate the 2017 
Remembrance Day Parade 

 
 

4454. Minutes of Staffing Committee meeting (to note and approve recommendations) – 4th 
September 2017 
Cllr Leck thanked staff for their management of annual leave, sick leave and varied workloads and proposed 
that the minutes of the meeting were a true and correct record.  Cllr Gates seconded and with all in favour 
they were noted.  
It is noted that the committee will be compiling a Pay Review policy which, when complete will be presented 
to all members. 
 
 
4455. Update _ Ilfracombe Town Council Vacancy 
The Proper Officer noted that a by-election had been called and the poll is due to take place on  
21

st
 September. Two candidates will be contesting the election. 

 
 
4456.  To consider a response to the ‘The Electoral Review of North Devon Warding arrangements  
Cllr Edmunds drew member’s attention to the consultation that is currently underway by the Boundary 
commission who are seeking to reapportion the constituent size of the North Devon Distract Council wards. 
As such, Cllr Edmunds notes that Town Council boundaries will not be affected, however he urged members 
to make a response to the suggestions that had been forth-coming in meetings that he had attended. He 
explained that 3 meetings had already been held and that the suggestion to change the Ilfracombe ‘district’ 
wards from 3 wards down to 2 had been made. This would effectively means that only East and West ward 
would remain with an electorate of 5,690 and 3,870 respectively. Importantly this suggestion would also mean 
the loss of parts of the Slade and Lee & Lincombe area. These areas would if the suggestions and any 
subsequent decisions were made, be transferred to the District Ward of Woolacombe. He believed that this 
would detrimentally affect the people of those areas who would effectively have an Ilfracombe Town 
Councillor but a Woolacombe District representative. 
 
He proposed that this Council write to the Monitoring Officer to object to these suggested Ward changes and 
also to write to the Lee & Lincombe Residents Association, to inform them of the same. 
The Proposal was seconded by Cllr Gear and with all in favour and 2 abstentions, the motion was passed. 
 
4457. To consider a request to apply for ‘The Local Council Award Scheme’  
Cllr N Pearson had previously circulated her report (ITC 293) refers noting the levels of standards attainable 
under the ‘Local Council Award Scheme’ which demonstrate a Council working to nationally met standards 
and providing leadership for the community. 
There was a general consensus for this Council to investigate the Foundation level award, however Cllr N 
Pearson was asked to clarify how much staffing time and what the cost implications would be to support its 
progression. 
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4458. To consider inclusion of additional councillor information on the ITC website. 
The Proper Officer referred members to the circulated report ITC291, advising that the ITC website was being 
refreshed and asked if there was any information that they would like to see on the pages, either from a 
Council perspective or additional information about themselves. Members were very happy for their meeting 
attendance details to be included on the site. A presentation of the new web pages together with an example 
of how individual attendance details will be included will be presented prior to the next Council meeting. 
 
ITC 291 also acts as a reminder for members that it is their responsibility to keep their Register of Interest 
information updated.   
 
4459. To consider request from Combe Christmas for Ilfracombe Town Council to be accountable 
body for part-invoicing of town event  
Report ITC 292 had been previously circulated and was presented by Cllr Trebble. He requested that this 
Council follow on in their role facilitating the town event of Lighting the Lights, by agreeing to  receive 2 
invoices for the event with Combe Christmas contributing the net (of vat) payment. 
Councillors did not support this request, but suggested that Cllr Trebble attend the next Marketing Group 
meeting to investigate if Combe Christmas should become a member of this group. 

 

4460. One Ilfracombe Report (written reports requested). 

The OI Programme Manager had previously circulated a report which was noted at this evening’s meeting.  

The next board meeting is due to be held on 12
th
 September. Cllr N Pearson said that she would like to see 

this report tabled as the Programme Managers report – with an inclusion of the One Ilfracombe project/s. 

There were no objections to this. 

 

4461. Reports from County/District Councillors (written reports requested). 
Cllr Edmunds had met with the Monitoring Officer after he was concerned that Ilfracombe ward District 
members are not allowed to comment/vote on planning applications as submitted by Ilfracombe Town 
Council. In particular he raised concern with regard to the Community Planning policy that this Council 
adopted (which has processed one application to date). It was agreed that the Community Planning Process 
be reviewed by a working group consisting of Cllrs; Fowler, Squires, Yabsley and Crabb. 
 
  
4462. Reports from Community Engagement, Working Groups and Councillor Champions (written 
reports requested).  
The Community Engagement report was tabled prior to the meeting and is noted. 
Cllr Donovan reports on progress on the sites that are included on the Development site group agenda, 
namely Premier Inn, The Berkley, and Northfield Rd. He said that the main focus must now be to address the 
Seafront. 
Cllr Schofield thanked Cllr Pearson for her written Health Champion report which was circulated and tabled 
this evening. 
 
4463. Health and Safety. 
Nothing further to report 
 
4464. Correspondence  

 Request for ITC to support £972 TAP application as made by One Ilfracombe to purchase two 2-minute beach 

clean boards for Ilfracombe beaches. (This is not a request for ITC to fund- just to supply support) – Members 
were happy for a letter to be sent in support of this application. 

 Request for ITC to support £2,500 TAP application as made by Ilfracombe Running club Race equipment (blow 
up ‘finish’ arches and solar flags – 2 charity races per year). (This is not a request for ITC to fund  just to support) 

– Members did not feel able to support this request as the amount being asked for is a large 
proportion of the grant ‘pot’ as available. 

 Letter from Mr Hudson complaining of receiving a parking enforcement in Council car park – Members noted 
concerns and suggested that Mr Hudson pursue with the enforcement company. 

 Email from follow-up to  Town Team meeting re CCTV – Refer to F&GP committee 

 Invitation to attend the North Devon Archive Service Open day at the ND Record office. - Noted 
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4465. Finance 
a) To adopt the Statement of accounts as at 31 August 2017 - The tabled statement of accounts was 
proposed by Cllr Schofield, seconded by Cllr Squires and agreed by all. 
 b) To pass invoices for payment as at 31 August 2017 
 All invoices as tabled were proposed by Cllr Schofield, seconded by Cllr Squires and agreed for payment 
 by all.  Cllrs Donovan, Mrs Donovan and Aston having declared pecuniary interests in tabled invoices left the 
room and took no part in discussion or voting. 
Invoices for the Vision Community Centre were proposed by Cllr Donovan, seconded by Cllr Schofield and 
agreed for payment by all.   
 
4466. Chairs Discretion  

 Cllr Gear noted that the current sponsorship on the Car park tickets is due to expire and new 
sponsors need to be sought. This item to be referred to the next F&GP meeting 

 Cllr Donovan received unanimous support from members to submit an honours’ nomination for a 
member of the community.  

 
 
 

The meeting finished at 20.55 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Pauline Williams 
Proper Officer and Responsible Finance Officer 

20 September 2017 
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