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ILFRACOMBE TOWN COUNCIL 

Planning and Environment Committee Meeting Minutes 
Monday 20th January 2020 at 7pm 

The Council Chamber, the Ilfracombe Centre, High Street, Ilfracombe  
 
Committee Members Present: Cllrs: G Fowler (Chair), P Yabsley, V Gates, P Coates, S Wilson, T Elliott 
  

1. Apologies: Cllrs: K Leck (family commitments), N Pearson (other commitments). 
Also present: The Proper Officer, the Operations Supervisor and 4 members of the public.     
 

 Recommendations made at this meeting are based on the information available at the time. 

 A record book was made available and members were reminded of the requirement to note their 
declarations of interest as required under the code of conduct (revised 10/12/18). 

 Declarations of interest are included under the appropriate application 
 

2. To consider applications received to date: including- 

Application 
Number 

Detail 

70835 Mr & Mrs Owen Rolfe, Windjammer Track to Windjammer, Lee, Ilfracombe EX34 8LR – 
Variation of condition 6 (use restriction) attached to planning permission 66358 to allow the 
studio to be used on a temporary basis as an owner’s accommodation during the course of 
construction.  Recommendation – Subject to the bedroom accommodation also being on a 
temporary basis and the removal of the bathroom following the end of construction, this 
application was moved for Approval, with 3 members in favour and 2 against, the motion was 
carried.  

70980 Mr & Mrs Owen Rolfe, Windjammer, Lee, Ilfracombe EX34 8LR – Variation of condition 6 
(occupancy restriction) to allow the studio to be used as an ancillary bedroom.    
Recommendation – Members did not agree with varying the condition to allow primary living 
arrangements and with no further comments, this application was moved for Refusal and with 
all members in favour the motion was carried.   

70894 Ms Fiona Bates, Falkland House, Slade Road, Ilfracombe EX34 8LB – First floor extension 
and other alterations to dwelling.  Recommendation – with no adverse comments, this 
application was moved for Approval and with all members in favour, the motion was carried.   

70892 Mr Paul & Mrs Lyn Boxshall, Victoria Mews, High Street, Ilfracombe EX34 9DQ – 
Conversion of ground floor storage areas to form two additional dwellings (units 5 & 6) and to 
extend one dwelling (unit 4).  Recommendation – Members had concerns with over-intensity 
and noted that the quality of the accommodation provided is below acceptable standards, 
therefore this application was moved for Refusal and with all members in favour the motion 
was carried.   

70874 Mr Thomas Hatch, The Cedars, Higher Slade Road, Ilfracombe EX34 – Approval of details 
in respect of discharge of condition 3 (i) attached to of appeal decision 
APP/X1118/W/19/3228648 for planning permission 66263.  Recommendation – With no 
adverse comments, this application was moved for Approval and with all members in favour 
the motion was carried.  Cllr P Yabsley declared a personal interest in this application. 

70910 Combe Rail, Former railway line, Slade, Ilfracombe EX34 8BH – Application for non-
material amendment to planning permission 66688 (installation of one 10m length of 
demonstration railway track) to allow change from timber sleepers to concrete.  
Recommendation – Members were mindful that materials used should reflect that of the 
original track and suggest composite material that visualises timber.  With no further 
comments, this application was moved for Approval and with all members in favour the motion 
was carried.   

70925 Mr & Mrs Baker, Barn, Higher Lincombe, Lee, Ilfracombe EX34 8LL – Variation of condition 
2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 70463 (conversion of barn to dwelling) to 
allow for changes to the design.  Recommendation – With no adverse comments, this 
application was moved for Approval and with all members in favour the motion was carried.   

70923 Mr David Rudlin, 18 Channel View, Ilfracombe EX34 9PT – Extensions & alterations to 
dwelling to include raising of roof to allow for additional living space.  Recommendation – With 
no adverse comments, this application was moved for Approval and with all members in 
favour the motion was carried.     
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70901 Mrs Kathryn Elliott, Flat 5, 2 Adelaide Terrace, Ilfracombe EX34 9JR – Listed building 
application for replacement of two dormer windows and one window.  Recommendation – 
With no adverse comments, this application was moved for Approval and with all members in 
favour the motion was carried.   

70974 Mr & Mrs Ban Langham, 68 Doone Way, Ilfracombe EX34 8HS – Extension to dwelling.  
Recommendation – With no adverse comments, this application was moved for Approval and 
with all members in favour the motion was carried.   

 
3. NDC Decisions – The Proper Officer read out available decisions. 

 
4. Neighbourhood Plan – Nothing to report this evening. 

- Climate Change – Nothing to report this evening.    
 

5. Correspondence – An email had been received from the Lee & Lincombe Residents’ 
Association requesting an update on the Design Brief for the Former Lee Bay Hotel and also that 
this Council contact Acorn Blue seeking their intentions on the development of the hotel.  Cllr G 
Fowler suggested the email is forwarded to Cllr R Donovan to take to the Stalled Sites Group. 
 

6. Chair’s Discretion – Cllr T Elliott noted that she had received concerns form members of the 
public with regard to the welfare of snakes in the snake ‘sanctuary’ located on the high street – 
the Proper Officer will contact Environmental Health for an update. 
Cllr T Elliott had circulated a discussion point document to all members regarding the 
effectiveness of the format of the Planning Committee meetings, Cllr G Fowler read out a 
response from the Lead Planning Officer to the points made in the document and noted he would 
circulate the response to all members.  Cllr P Yabsley suggested that Cllr G Fowler contacts the 
Chair of the District Planning Committee to request reports on any contentious applications. 
Cllr G Fowler noted that there will be a Watersports update meeting open to all members and the 
proper Officer will circulate the date once this has been arranged. 

 
 
 
 

The meeting finished at 20:45 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Miss Rachel Collins, Proper Officer & Centre Manager    21st January 2020 

 


